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Introducing the New CBI President

Dr. Hixson and family

Cornerstone’s Board of Directors prayerfully 
searched for the man of God’s choosing to 
fill the position of President.  On May 24, 
2019, they cast a unanimous vote to appoint 
Dr. J. B. Hixson to the office of President of 
Cornerstone Bible Institute.  He assumed 
office on the first of June 2019.  

J. B. Hixson is a nationally known author, 
speaker, and radio host, with more than 
thirty years of ministry experience in 
pastoral and academic arenas. Recognized 
for his expertise in the areas of systematic 
theology, Bible prophecy, evangelism, 
discipleship, and hermeneutics, Dr. Hixson 
has a passion for communicating important 
theological truths from God’s Word in a 
clear and easy-to-understand way. 

Dr. Hixson earned his B.A. degree from 
Houston Baptist University, Th.M. degree 
from Dallas Theological Seminary, and 
Ph.D. degree from Baptist Bible Seminary. 
He has written a number of books, authored 
articles for and contributed to many 
theological journals, written magazine and 

newspaper articles, and produced other print 
and online media.

Dr. Hixson has served on the faculties 
and adjunct faculties of nine colleges 
and seminaries.  His past experience in 
administration includes Vice President 
of Academics, Academic Dean, Director 
of Baccalaureate Programs, and Dean of 
Faculty.

J. B. and his wife Wendy have been married 
for twenty-seven years and have six children.  
They met in Friona, Texas, in 1992.  Their 
children are Bethany (25), Brooke (23), 
Morgan (19), Landry (17), Faith (15), and 
Abby (11).  They have home-schooled all of 
their children.  As a family they love to read, 
travel, and play games.  Dr. Hixson says, “We 
have a wonderful Labrador named Juneau who 
is as much a part of the family as anyone else.  
We are avid Dallas Cowboy fans.  Wendy and I 
have traveled to all fifty states, and the children 
have been to forty-nine.  I look forward to joining 
the team of already-assembled gifted servants at 
CBI and working together to advance the clear 
teaching of God’s Word.”  §
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The confrontation between Jesus and the 
scribes and Pharisees recorded in Luke 
5:33-39 provides an excellent example of 
what we might call a “clash of cultures” or 
the “dynamics of change.”  Jesus’ message 
and lifestyle simply did not fit into the 
grid of first-century Jewish customs.  He 
did not act like a devout Jew.  He did not 
talk like a devout Jew.  He did not associate 
with the right kind of people.  He ignored 
many of the customs and traditions of His 
fellow Jews.  Thus, when the opportunity 
presented itself, the Pharisees confronted 
him about what they saw as a departure 
from their comfortable norm.

The issue at hand in this passage is fasting.  
In particular, the Pharisees wanted to know 
why Jesus’ disciples did not fast regularly 
according to Jewish customs.  Jesus’ reply not 
only answered their immediate question but 
went on to explain that Christianity is about 
wholesale, radical, full-scale change.  By 
definition, Christianity is all about change.  
It is about a change of heart (regeneration); 
a change of mind (repentance); a change 
of ownership (redemption); a change of 
relationship (reconciliation); a change of 
lifestyle (sanctification).  It is about change 
from death to life…from darkness to light.  
You simply cannot talk about Christianity 
without talking about change. 

Yet change is extremely difficult.  Human 
nature naturally resists change.  Mark Twain 
once said, “The only one who likes change 
is a wet baby!”  How true that is.  It is not 
surprising then that after two thousand years 
the Christian community still struggles with 
this proverbial “clash of cultures.”  Each 
new generation of believers in every society 
throughout the globe wrestles with how to 
apply the timeless principles of Christianity 
in a changing culture.  This is especially true 
in postmodern American evangelicalism.

In Luke 5:33-39, the change agent that 
ignited conflict was the issue of fasting.  

A Word from Our President
By: J. B. Hixson, Ph.D.

The ancient practice of fasting had a rich 
heritage in Judaism.  It was a highly regarded 
act of worship.  The Day of Atonement 
was celebrated with a fast (Lev. 16:29, 
31).  A four-day fast commemorated the 
fall of Jerusalem (Zech. 7:3, 5).  Fasts were 
often associated with acts of penitence (ex. 
King Ahab in 1 Kings 21:27).  Fasting also 
frequently accompanied times of mourning 
(ex. Mordecai and the Jews upon learning 
of Persian King Ahasuerus’ decree that the 
Jews be destroyed in  Esther 4:3).  The 
Pharisees fasted twice a week on Mondays 
and Thursdays.  By the first century and 
even many years prior, fasting had become 
a serious, though ritualistic, expression of 
worship.  Consequently, the neglect of this 
ritual by Jesus and His disciples was seen as 
an egregious disregard for the customs of 
the day.  It was a real problem.

Notice how Jesus responded.  Did he 
appease the complainers?  Did he placate 
the opposing culture?  Quite the opposite.  
He confronted the culture and stood up 
to the respected leaders of His day.  In 
short, He seized the opportunity for a 
teachable moment and explained to His 
uncomfortable audience that Christianity 
must never confuse timeless biblical 
functions with cultural forms. 

As I begin my tenure as the President of 
Cornerstone Bible Institute, I am humbled 
as I think of the lasting impact that our 
school has had on the cause of Christ for 
almost three decades.  The fingerprints of 
CBI are found literally throughout the 
world!  It is a distinct honor to serve with 
a board, faculty, and staff who all share a 
common vision: to continue the biblical 
legacy of CBI for many more decades to 
come.   

Yet I also confess that I am a bit nervous.  
The task at hand is a daunting one.  Our 
school has reached a crossroads.  Our 
enrollment has plateaued and even declined 
in recent years, and we are seeking the 

Lord’s direction for new and better ways to 
equip students without ever compromising 
our core biblical values.  How can we do 
this?  The same way Jesus did—by holding 
firm to the timeless truths of Scripture 
while at the same time implementing new 
forms and styles that will be effective in our 
ever-changing culture.

Please pray with me as I work with the 
assembled team of gifted servants at CBI 
to develop, cast, and implement a biblical 
vision for the next generation of students 
at our beloved school.  My goal over the 
next year is to get to know as many of our 
supporters, friends, and other constituents 
as possible.  It would be my pleasure to 
come to your church or organization to 
speak and share what God is doing at CBI. 
If you would like to schedule a speaking 
engagement, please contact the school 
office.  

In the meantime, thank you for entrusting 
me with the leadership of Cornerstone 
Bible Institute. God is not finished with 
CBI…not by a long shot!  I am confident 
that our best days are ahead, and I am eager 
to see how the hand of God moves on our 
campus as we stand firm at a time when 
so many other schools are compromising 
biblical truth.  §

Dr. Hixson 

“The Bible was 
not given for our 

information but for 
our transformation.”

D. L. Moody
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Missionary Updates

Jake (2008) and Wendy Williams
Jake and Wendy have been missionaries in Taichung, Taiwan, for almost five years now. They are sent 
out by Jake’s home church, Southern View Chapel in Springfield, Illinois. While their first two years 
of missions work were devoted primarily to language study and adjustment to their new environment, 
the past three have been given to working to support the ministry of their church (LeiHu Church of 
North District, Taichung). Their areas of ministry include teaching Bible classes at the Bible Institute 
the church runs, being involved with youth and children’s ministries, and discipling in the local 
church through Biblical counseling.

During the coming fall semester, Jake will be teaching two courses at the Bible school: the book of Revelation and Systematic Theology. 
Most of the students are members of the local church, and the typical class is around ten students. Jake says, “It is really neat to be able to 
teach the students while working alongside of them in other weekly ministries.” Wendy is heavily involved in work with children. One of the 
ministries she enjoys is participating with a group of ladies from the church called the Golden Apple Teachers (from Proverbs 25:11), who 
go into the public elementary schools during the morning study-hall hour to teach Bible stories to classes of students. Tuesday mornings 
they hold a training session to prepare for the coming week’s lesson, and Wendy is responsible for the teacher training.

Jake and Wendy are very thankful that in the past year God has provided a number of great coworkers for their labors in Taiwan. While the 
need of the church there is great, and many more workers are needed, it has been exciting to see the beginning of a long-term missionary 
team developing.  They anxiously await God’s continued work in the ministry. You can pray for more coworkers and for wisdom with 
regards to decisions about what projects to take on in the coming term. Jake and Wendy will be on furlough from December to February 
and ask for your prayers that their time in the States would be productive and encouraging.

Vanessa Olson
Our own Vanessa Olson, a CBI senior this year, left for Brazil on June 30th and arrived back home 
on the 2nd of August, 2019.  She stayed in the city of Sapiranga with Kady Smith, a CBI alumna 
and a missionary with Brazil Gospel Fellowship Mission.  Vanessa  worked in the city of Taquara in 
the state of Rio Grande do Sul.  

Vanessa participated in several Vacation Bible Schools and also helped teach English for children for 
a nearby community program.  She played violin, mandolin, and guitar at church and for a missions 
conference.  A local Chinese/Portugese church had her play her violin and share her testimony through 

a translator for a junior high group.  Vanessa was also able to share her testimony and play music for 
missionary Mark Stucky at his church in Sapiranga.  The part she especially enjoyed was working with the children and making friends 
with them.  

Vanessa says, “What we were doing in Brazil is what we can be doing in the United States.  We can be evangelizing people, discipling others, 
and inviting them to church.  I hope to use what I learned in Brazil and inspire others to reach out more to the lost.”   §

Jake & Wendy Williams

Vanessa Olson

lncoming Freshmen
Martha Clancy  Notus, Idaho
James Coon  Bird City, Kansas
Noah Durfey  Baker, Montana
Josie Olson  Broken Bow, Nebraska

2nd Semester Freshmen
Zachary Boltjes Kimball, Nebraska

Choir Route for May 2020
We are currently working on our route for the 2020 choir 
tour.  The CBI Singers and Ringers head out the second 
week of May and finish up the last Sunday of May.  If you 
would like them to come and minister at your church, 
please contact Alicia Jung in the Cornerstone Office at 
605-745-6878.
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InContext
Cornerstone BIBle InstItute

By: CBI board member Richard Stepanek

Fantasy or Reality
The Dangers of the Seemingly Harmless World of Fantasy

Children and adults alike are often 
enthralled with the world of fantasy.  It 
may help some escape the problems or 
issues they are dealing with, or maybe 
it just provides a distraction and an 
enjoyable way to relax and unwind.  I 
would like to examine, in very limited 
scope, this world of fantasy in our enter-
tainment choices.  

There are many movies today portraying 
the attraction of supernatural powers.  
Some of these movies include: Star Wars, 
Harry Potter, The Lord of the Rings, and 
many Disney productions.  Is this just 
harmless fantasy, or is there more to these 
movies than what meets the eye? 

About twenty years ago, I was invited to 
CBI to teach a three-day Bible conference 
on evolution and creation.  I began by 
giving the basic cre-
ation-science presenta-
tions. On the last day, 
I finished with a session 
on “Evolution, New 
Age, and Other False 
Religions.”  The purpose 
of this presentation is to 
help people to discern 
and to recognize the 
truth and teachings 
of witchcraft, “New 
Age” religions, and 
the spiritual realm.  After this lecture, 
I received an unexpected request from 
a CBI student who came from Africa.  
He approached me with a deep burden 

on his heart for his people and asked if 
I would travel to Africa and teach this 
information.  He informed me that the 
topic I had just presented represents the 
culture in Africa. His people live with 
the spirits and are oppressed by them.  
He continued to tell me that they do 
not totally comprehend the workings of 
the spirits, but this instruction would 
be helpful to understand the evil spirits 
and be freed from their oppression.  In 
November 2001, I traveled to Africa and 
taught for four weeks in Tanzania and in 
South Africa. 

I was struck by the concern of this 
student from Africa and his understand-
ing of the influence of the spirits in daily 
life.  What I find interesting is that many 
in America are not aware of or do not 
seem even to acknowledge the presence 

of the spiritual realm.  
This lack of awareness 
is often made evident by 
the popularity of many 
movies in our American 
culture.  

Let us look to Scripture 
and see what God has to 
say about these things.  
Deuteronomy 18:9-12:
9  When thou art come 
into the land which the 

LORD thy God giveth thee, thou shalt not 
learn to do after the abominations of those 
nations.
10  There shall not be found among you 

any one that maketh his son or his daughter 
to pass through the fire, or that useth 
divination, or an observer of times, or an 
enchanter, or a witch,
11  Or a charmer, or a consulter with 
familiar spirits, or a wizard, or a 
necromancer.
12  For all that do these things are an 
abomination unto the LORD: and because 
of these abominations the LORD thy God 
doth drive them out from before thee (KJV),  
(emphasis added).

God makes a statement to Moses and the 
Israelites not to learn the abominations 
of those nations.   What are those 
abominations?  Every one of the activities 
or rituals listed is a practice used in 
connection with the demonic realm.  
Because of the extreme evil of killing their 
children and contacting the spirits, these 
people were driven out of the land.  

The New Testament also addresses this 
issue in Galatians. 
Galatians 5:19-21:
19  Now the works of the flesh are manifest, 

Richard and Sue Stepanek

Many in America are not 

aware of or do not seem even 

to acknowledge the presence of 

the spiritual realm.  This lack 

of awareness is often made 

evident by the popularity of 

many movies in our American 

culture.



For more information about Cornerstone’s calendar or events, please call (605) 745-6878. 5

Cornerstone BIBle InstItute which are these; Adultery, fornication, 
uncleanness, lasciviousness,
20  Idolatry, witchcraft, hatred, variance, 
emulations, wrath, strife, seditions, 
heresies,
21  Envyings, murders, drunkenness, 
revellings, and such like: of the which I tell 
you before, as I have also told you in time 
past, that they which do such things shall 
not inherit the kingdom of God (KJV),  
(emphasis added).

This is serious business and not to be 
taken lightly!

What are some of the implements and 
practices of witchcraft and sorcery?  They 
use magical spells and wands to invoke the 
gods and other spirits.  They can connect 
with the spirits through repetitious 
drum beating, mind-altering drugs, and 
the use of “New Age” meditation. This 
meditation causes an altered state of con-
sciousness, which is sometimes described 
as “emptying the mind,” thus opening 
the mind to spiritual influences.  

What attracts people to witchcraft 
is the power they receive.  By using 
magic wands, casting spells, repeating 
incantations, and other rituals, they 
receive this power, which is sometimes 
called the “cosmic life 
force.”  According 
to the teachings of 
witchcraft, this force 
is an impersonal force, 
which is in everything, 
and this force can 
be used to do good 
(white witchcraft) or 
evil (black witchcraft).   
The Bible reveals to us 
that this force is not an 
impersonal force, but a 
spiritual force. 

Let us examine Star Wars, Harry Potter, 
The Lord of the Rings, and Disney in the 
light of this information.  In Star Wars, 
Luke Skywalker and Darth Vader both 

In Context is designed to encourage our readers to take a closer look at 
important biblical themes. Your suggestions for articles are welcome.  

This newsletter is from Cornerstone Bible Institute, 27317 Wind Cave 
Road, P.O. Box 1158, Hot Springs, SD 57747; (605) 745-6878.

Cornerstone Bible Institute Board of Directors: Steve DeFord, Dan 
Driesenga, Howard Friesen, Dr. J. B. Hixson, Steve Johnson, Jon 
LeBar, Matt Parker, and Richard Stepanek.

Veterans Approval Statement
Cornerstone Bible Institute is approved by the South Dakota State Ap-
proval Agency for training veterans and other eligible persons under 
Veteran Administration provisions.  Some dependents of veterans and 
some survivors of deceased veterans, as well as veterans themselves, may 
qualify for VA educational assistance. This program considers Corner-
stone in the NCD (non-college degree) programs, and therefore, works 
with us on the same basis as a vocational school.

For further information contact our Registrar, Owen Cornelius.

contact the “force” to receive supernatural 
abilities.  In reality, this supernatural 
power is from the demonic realm.  The 
use of this force in Star Wars is called black 
and white magic or witchcraft.  Luke is a 
white witch or wizard, and Vader is using 
black witchcraft.  Both are contacting the 
same force or power to do good or evil. 

We have a similar situation in “The 
Lord of the Rings.”  Saruman is using 
black witchcraft, and Gandalf is using 
white witchcraft.  To receive power, they 
use magical wands, spells, etc., in their 
activities.  Similar practices are found in 
Harry Potter.  According to Scripture, all 
witchcraft and “New Age” rituals are an 
abomination to the LORD because of 
their demonic connection.

Numerous Disney films display an 
abundance of “New Age” concepts. Due 
to the limited scope of this article, we will 
just address a couple of them. In Lion 
King, the baboon is the tribal shaman or 
witch doctor.  In the movie Pocahontas, 
she confides in Grandmother Willow.  
This is not the spirit of her grandmother 
that she is talking to in the willow tree.  
The Bible would call this necromancy, a 
practice of communicating with the dead.  
In necromancy one is not really commu-

nicating with the spirit 
of the departed, but 
rather with a demonic 
spirit.  Other films 
display the practices of 
reincarnation, animism, 
goddess worship, the 
use of magic wands, and 
much more.  

The primary objective 
of this article is to help 
others be more aware 

of the subtle influence that this enter-
tainment can have to desensitize the 
unsuspecting viewer, especially children, 
to whom these films are primarily aimed.  
In my research, travels, and conversations 
with people who have come out of the 

The primary objective of this 

article is to help others be 

more aware of the subtle influ-

ence that this entertainment 

can have to desensitize the 

unsuspecting viewer, especially 

children, to whom these films 

are primarily aimed.  

“New Age” religions, it becomes evident 
these movies are not fantasy.  Much of it 
is truly reality.   

The subject of witchcraft and “New Age” 
can be dark and depressing, and people 
who are deep into witchcraft come under 
bondage to the spirits. BUT, Christ 
brings light, hope, and freedom from 
the power of darkness to those who are 
enslaved (John 10:10).  John 3:16-17 
assures us that God loves all the people 
of the world, and He died for us so that 
all can have eternal life.   Jesus did not 
come to condemn sinners but to give us 
eternal life.  §

“We would worry less 
if we praised more.  
Thanksgiving is the 
enemy of discontent 
and dissatisfaction.”
Henry (Harry) A. Ironside
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Alumni News 
Peter and Bethany (Franklin) (G-2013) Williams

Bethany Franklin married Peter Williams on November 24, 2018, at Liberty Christian Church 
in Kansas City, Missouri.   Peter is a developmental engineer in the military and the Williams are 
currently getting settled in their new church home.  Bethany is also an adjunct professor of music 
at Calvary University where she teaches distance classes for the music department.  Both Peter and 
Bethany are involved in their church youth group.  They minister to about forty young people every 
Wednesday night.  Peter is one of three teachers, and Bethany oversees the music.  He is also involved 
in beginning a ministry to college students and young adults in their church and town.  Peter is 
currently in the process of completing his glider and private pilot licenses, so he has been spending 
a great deal of time at the airport flying gliders.  He is currently enjoying a work trip to Alaska!  The 
Williams have also been enjoying traveling together.  They recently visited the Grand Canyon and 
will soon be traveling through Washington, Oregon, and Kansas, and back to Missouri. 

Sarah (F93-S95) (Churchwell) Diaz

Sarah and her youngest daughter Savannah went to Tijuana, Mexico, June 3-6 on a mission 
trip with a group of thirty-two people from their church. Sarah’s oldest daughter and her 
husband, Praetoria and Steve, were also part of the team.   Praetoria speaks fluent Spanish 
and was able to translate for others.  The team spent time each day reading the book of 
Philippians.  Their key verse for the trip was Philippians 1:27. 

Everyone on the mission team raised money.  Part of the money was used to buy building 
supplies for a house that they built.  Part of the money provided food for a number of 
ministries, including old folk’s homes, men’s shelters, a refugee camp, and an orphanage.  
One of the things the mission team did was pass out Spanish New Testaments.  They were 
also involved in Vacation Bible Schools in three different places.  The first was in a little park, 
the second was in a church that was housing refugees from many different countries, and 
the third was at the Union Rescue Mission in Los Angeles as they were headed home.  Sarah 
also helped with some cooking for a small Bible seminary on the other side of Tijuana.   

Ben (F15-S16), and Bethany Sneed

On June 1, 2019, Ben Sneed married Bethany, a longtime friend, in Eureka, California.  
They are living in Eureka, where Ben works as a landscaper, and Bethany works in the 
Eureka Rescue Mission women’s ministry.  The Sneeds are involved with a Wednesday 
evening fellowship for teens and college age students and with a Sunday evening Bible 
study at his parents’ home in Loleta.  The Sneeds love the outdoors and spend time hiking 
in the Redwoods or on the beach.  §  Ben & Bethany Sneed

Sarah Diaz

Peter & Bethany Williams

Mexico team
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Alumni News

Justin Allen (S15)

Justin Allen is single and lives in Denver with his parents.  He works as a full-time arborist 
for a company owned by a gentleman from his church.  He has been his ground man for 
about four years and has been climbing trees for him for about a year and a half.

Justin no longer works at Camp Eden, but he is still quite involved in ministries at his 
home church, Beth Eden Baptist Church. He is an AWANA leader for the third- and 
fourth- grade boys and is involved in the church choir. Last year Justin had the opportunity 
of going on a music-ministry missions trip to France with a team from his church. They 
had a wide selection of instruments, which included handbells, brass, and violins, and a 
number of vocal selections. While there they were able to perform concerts in a couple of 
schools, as well as ministering in music to the churches of a couple of their missionaries in France. 

Justin enjoys spending time with friends, playing games or sports, hiking, camping, and 
photography andclaims he also pursues ‘the odd hobby of making chainmail armor’.

Rebekah (2011), Joel (F17-S18)Parker

This summer, Rebekah Parker and her brother Joel, both CBI alumni, along with their 
younger sister Suzanna, had the opportunity of working alongside long-term workers in 
Croatia doing ministering to the Roma people in Croatia.  The Roma are a significantly 
marginalized people group, who often live separately from the rest of society and face 
blatant racial prejudice.  In the area the Parkers were in, there is much spiritual darkness and 
currently no full-time missionary team working throughout the year.  The team’s goals were 
to continue to build inroads, reach out to the children, and help the long-term workers with 
summer events.  They spent two days doing a VBS-style program for younger elementary 
children and three days hosting a day camp for older tweens (11-13 year olds).  The Parker 
siblings and their team were also able to visit a new Roma village and hold a Bible club 
there.  Rebekah says, “During our time in Croatia, we saw the Lord’s goodness to provide safety, 
good health, rich connections with other brothers and 
sisters in Christ, and encouraging times with the Roma 
kids.  We continue to pray that the light of the gospel 
would shine in the Roma villages and that many would 
come to know the Lord.”

Ty, Valerie (Kruse) (2011) Merchen

Valerie Kruse was wed to Ty Merchen on June 15 at Valerie’s dad’s ranch in Interior, South 
Dakota.  They will be living on the Merchen ranch near Norris, South Dakota.  Ty is a rancher, 
and Valerie works as a self-employed massage therapist out of the Kadoka Clinic and sometimes 
as a part-time mobile therapist.

The Merchens attend the Interior Community Church. Valerie’s ministry is talking to people 
about God as she does massages.  Ty and Valerie enjoy working outside together on the ranch, 
taking walks, praying together, and gardening together.  

Justin Allen

Rebekah, Joel, & Suzanna Parker

Ty & Valerie Merchen

Suzanna, Rebekah, & Joel Parker with the 
children & team they worked with in Croatia in 

early August 2019
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Return Service Requested

Destination 
Cornerstone Dates

March 26-28, 2020

High school juniors 
and seniors, put 

these dates on your 
calendar.   

Plan to visit and 
acquaint yourself 
with Cornerstone 

Bible Institute!

Missionary Conference Announcement    

You are invited to attend Cornerstone’s annual Missionary Conference to be held October 21-25, 2019. 
The theme is “Biblical Missions in Times of Change.”  

Meetings will be held Monday through Friday mornings at 8:00, 9:15, and 11:00 and Monday through Thursday 
evenings at 7:00.  Our new president, Dr. J. B. Hixson, will be speaking Wednesday and Thursday evenings and 

also Friday at the 11:00 am session.  You will want to be sure to join us so that you can meet him.

Missionaries representing their ministries will be:
	   Sparky and Myndii Clancy with Independent Faith Mission
   Charles Ellis with Baptist Mid-Missions
   Bill and Sandi Graf on loan to Rio Grande Bible Institute from Brazil Gospel Fellowship Mission
   John Lawrence with International Board of Jewish Missions
   Paul Williamson with Rockies Southwest Bible Church Extension 

Several motels are available in Hot Springs for housing needs.  If you are planning to eat meals in the CBI dining hall, it would be 
helpful for the cooks to know ahead of time for how many extra to prepare.  Please contact Alicia Jung in the office at 605-745-6878 to 

purchase meal tickets.

You are cordially invited to come and share in any and all sessions of the conference.
Please be in prayer for this very vital ministry!  §


