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CBI 2019-20

Freshmen Class – back row 
– Zachary Boltjes, Noah Du-
rfey, James Coon, Brittanie 
Summers  front row – Josie 

Olson, Martha Clancy

Junior Class – James Olson, 
Joshua Summers, Caleb 
Kremers, Victoria Schug

Senior Class – Vanessa 
Olson, Josiah Huntington, 

Robert Courtney

Faculty and Staff – back row – Mike & Joan Godsell, Owen 
Cornelius, Jill & Dan Driesenga, Bill Baxter – front row – Marilyn 

Cornelius, Ruth Haynie, Michele Charles, Joy Baxter, & Alicia Jung



2 For more information about Cornerstone’s calendar or events, please call (605) 745-6878.

It has been an exciting few months since 
my last update in the Cornerstone Courier, 
and I would like to take this opportunity to 
share some of the blessings and needs that 
we have here at CBI.  Please rejoice with 
us for God’s hand of blessing and continue 
to lift us up in prayer for our needs.  I will 
start with three praises.  

First, in a previous article I had mentioned 
that the Lord has led Adam Lair to accept 
a full-time faculty position at CBI.  This 
month we learned that Adam and his 
family will be moving to Hot Springs to 
begin serving on campus at the start of the 
spring 2020 semester.  Praise the Lord!  We 
are thrilled that Adam and Chelsea soon 
will be on campus to begin using their gifts 
and talents to serve the Lord with us. 

Second, the Lord recently provided an 
unexpected financial gift to the school 
to help us cover some of our operating 
expenses.  We are grateful for His provision!  
“And my God shall supply all your need 
according to His riches in glory by Christ 
Jesus. Now to our God and Father be glory 
forever and ever. Amen” (Philippians 4:19–
20). 

Third, our 2019 Missions Conference just 
concluded and it was an amazing blessing 
to all involved.  I especially would like to 
thank Bill Baxter for his stellar work in 
putting the event together.  As always, he 
did a masterful job lining up our missionary 
speakers, all of whom shared edifying and 
instructive messages as they taught from 
God’s Word and shared their experiences 
on the field.  The staff at CBI also deserve 
a huge THANK YOU for all of the time 
and effort that they put into making the 
Missions Conference a success.  We have 
a fantastic team of gifted servants here at 
CBI.

I am filled with enthusiasm as I think 
about the future of CBI and all that God 

A Word from Our President
By: J. B. Hixson, Ph.D.

is doing in our midst.  There is more 
great news to come as we cast a vision for 
growth and seek to expand our influence 
and advance the message of God’s amazing 
grace.  In addition to the many blessings we 
are experiencing, we also are facing a few 
challenges.  Will you prayerfully consider 
what part you might play in helping us 
with some of these needs?

First, we need students.  When I think of 
the amazing faculty and rich heritage we 
have here at CBI, I am burdened by the fact 
that we do not have more students than we 
do.  Will you please help us by spreading the 
word among your friends and family about 
CBI?  If you would like some promotional 
materials to distribute, please contact the 
school and we will be happy to send them to 
you.  If you know of a prospective student 
who might appreciate a personal call from 
me as the president, please let me know.  
You may reach me anytime by calling the 
school at 605-745-6878 or emailing us at 
corbible@gwtc.net.

Second, we are looking for churches who 
might be willing to have me come in and 
preach as a guest speaker and allow us to 
share the vision of what God is doing at 
CBI.  It has been my privilege over the 
years to speak in approximately seven 
hundred churches and conferences in all 
fifty states, and I have never been more 
eager and motivated to share what is on 
my heart than I am right now.  Would 
you consider allowing me to preach on a 
Sunday or perhaps even hosting a multi-
day conference?  Please feel free to reach 
out to the school to schedule a speaking 
engagement, or feel free to call me directly 
at 208-771-0030.

Third, on a personal note, my family and 
I are still in need of financial support to 
undergird our ministry at Cornerstone 
Bible Institute.  As you may know, all of 
our faculty and staff must raise their own 
support.  Both my family and CBI took a 

step of faith when I accepted the position 
as President.  After nearly six months in 
this role, we still have a significant shortfall 
in our monthly need.  Please prayerfully 
consider contributing to this financial 
need.  Gifts may be given to Cornerstone 
Bible Institute with “President’s Fund” 
designated in the memo line.

Three praises….three needs….and one 
amazing God.  Thank you for the honor of 
serving our Lord by serving Cornerstone 
Bible Institute.  As we remain faithful to 
His Word, we trust that He will increase 
our stewardship for His glory.  One of our 
faculty members recently remarked, “May 
we be faithful in discipling the next generation 
of world-changers.”  Amen!  §

Dr. Hixson 

“We find the Christian life 
so difficult because we seek 

for God’s blessing, while 
we live in our own will.  We 

make our own plans and 
choose our own works, and 
then we ask Him to give us 

His blessing.”
Andrew Murray
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Missionary Updates

Elizabeth Driesenga (1999)

Elizabeth Driesenga, a 1999 CBI graduate, is serving with Brazil Gospel Fellowship Mission 
at the Sapiranga Bible Ministry church plant. This church plant officially began August 2018 
and held its inauguration service October 7, 2018. Since then Ellie has been teaching the 
children, setting up the children’s ministry, and training new teachers. She has also discipled 
three women and helped with the English Club. She continues to be the field treasurer for BGFM in Brazil. 

Ellie shares, “I am so thankful for my time at CBI, where I learned how to study the Bible for myself and to prepare lesson plans, organize a 
children’s ministry, train others, lead Bible studies with women, and learned all the skills that I have been using in these last years.  I also learned 
about evangelism, which is vital in a church plant, and the Christian life. CBI also laid a solid foundation doctrinally and in study skills that I 
have been able to build on in continuing my education.”  Ellie recently completed her Master’s in ministry and is now able to teach at seminary 
level in Brazil. She adds, “I think one of the classes for which I was most thankful was speech class. That class prepared me to face my fears and 
present clearly in front of people. Both are skills which are very useful for deputation, furloughs, and any ministry dealing directly with people.”

Please pray for an assistant to help Ellie with the treasurer business for the mission in Brazil.  Pray for wisdom for Ellie in time management 
as she handles her work for the mission and also deals with her autoimmune disease, which requires times of rest.

James Bennett (G-2015)

Alumnus James Bennett graduated from Cornerstone in May 2015.  He began doing a horsemanship/
discipleship internship with Jonathan and Rachel Deford (also CBI alumni) in April 2019.  The DeFord’s 
ministry, called Training for Truth, is in Ekalaka, Montana.  James is learning how to train horses, following 
the biblical principles of relationship.  He is also learning how to use horses to teach people about relationships 
and how God designed them to go.

The internship will end October 31, 2019.  James is hoping to stay in the South Dakota – Montana area. 
He says, “I do not yet know what my next step will be.  I would like to use horses as a ministry, but whether that 
is at a camp, riding lessons, or with a job, I do not know.  I am waiting for God to show exactly how that will 
play out.”  §

Elizabeth Driesenga with her dad Dan 

James Bennett

Miss Haynie, Retiring

Ruth Haynie has ministered at 
CBI for over twenty-six years.  She 
is retiring December 2019.  You 
may continue to contact her at 
27036 US HWY 385 Lot 16, Hot 
Springs, South Dakota 57747-6060 
rjhaynie@hotmail.com.

Ruth will continue to teach her 
Ladies’ Bible Study and her Sun-
day school and Children’s Church 
classes of little ones.  §

Choir Tour May 2020

The CBI Singers and Ringers will be travel-
ing for ministry during May 2020.  Their 
route will be the Midwest, specifically the 
states of Nebraska, Kansas, Oklahoma, 
Texas, Missouri, South Dakota, and Iowa.

If your church is in one of these states, and 
you would like to have our CBI Singers 
and Ringers come to minister for you, 
please contact Alicia Jung in the Corner-
stone office at 605-745-6878 or corbible@
gwtc.net.  §

Ruth Haynie
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InContext
Cornerstone BIBle InstItute

By: CBI board president J. B. Hixson, Ph.D.

Fruit Inspectors
“Beware of false prophets, who come to you 
in sheep’s clothing, but inwardly they are 
ravenous wolves.  You will know them by 
their fruits…” (Matthew 7:15-20).  Many 
well-meaning but misinformed Bible 
students use this passage as a license to 
judge others.  These “fruit inspectors” point 
a finger at the outward behavior of others 
and quickly draw conclusions about the 
genuineness of their salvation.  But is that 
really what Jesus is saying in this passage?  
Let us take a closer look.

The context of the passage makes it clear 
that Jesus is not suggesting that we judge 
the genuineness of one’s salvation by 
looking at his outward behavior.  In fact, 
He expressly forbids such judgment earlier 
in this same chapter (Matt. 7:1).  The fruit 
to which Jesus refers cannot be outward 
behavior because the outward appearance 
of these false prophets is actually very moral 
and appealing.  Jesus says that they come 
looking like sheep on the outside.  Do not 
miss this point: the fruit 
of the false prophets 
is not their behavior!  
That is precisely Jesus’ 
warning.  “Watch out!  
Do not let their behavior 
fool you.  Just because they 
are doing good works and 
acting like believers does 
not necessarily mean they 
are.”

So, if fruit is not behavior, what is it?  In 
Matthew 12:33 Jesus says, “...A tree is 
known by its fruit.”  In the very next verse, 
He explains what fruit is: “...Out of the 
abundance of the heart the mouth speaks.  A 
good man out of the good treasure of his heart 

brings forth good things, and an evil man out 
of the evil treasures brings forth evil things” 
(Matt. 12:34-35).  There you have it!  Fruit 
refers to what we say, not what we do!  So 
when Jesus says, “You will know them by 
their fruits,” what He means is that false 
prophets are exposed by what they say, not 
what they do.  They may look like sheep; 
but when you hear them howl, it becomes 
clear that they are really wolves.  This should 
be obvious from the context of the passage.  
After all, the natural way to determine the 
accuracy of a teacher is by examining what 
he says.

The Bible never tells us to look at works 
to determine the genuineness of one’s 
salvation.  Our salvation is not based on 
good works (Eph. 2:8-9).  If we are relying 
on our behavior to give us assurance of 
eternal life, we will doubt our salvation every 
day because we sin every day.  Salvation is 
a free gift obtained simply by faith in Jesus 
Christ, who died in our place at Calvary 

and rose from the dead.  
Only by trusting Him 
for the forgiveness of sins 
and eternal life can one 
be saved.

When we point to 
someone’s behavior as a 
means of judging whether 
or not he or she is really 
a Christian, we are 
manifesting an incipient 

pride of the worst kind.  In essence, we are 
saying, “There’s no way so-and-so can be a 
Christian.  Look at all those big sins he or she 
is committing!”  All the while, we know in 
our hearts that we too are struggling with 
sin issues that may not be as visible.  Sins 

such as anger, jealousy, lust, and pride are 
just as grievous to the Father as the so-called 
“big sins.”  When fruit inspectors wag their 
fingers at professing Christians who are 
caught up in a sinful lifestyle and arrogantly 
assign them to the ranks of unbelievers, 
they are presuming that their own sins are 
somehow okay and would never invalidate 
their own salvation.

Of course, I am not suggesting that everyone 
who claims to be a Christian is really saved.  
To be sure, there are many false professors 
out there.  However, what makes them 
unsaved is the fact that they have never 
placed their faith in Jesus Christ, the Son 
of God, who died and rose again for their 
sins.  Outward behavior has no bearing on 
one’s eternal salvation.  We are not saved 
by works; we cannot lose our salvation by 
works; we cannot invalidate our salvation 
by works; and we need not look to works 
for the assurance of salvation—ours or 
someone else’s!  It is “not by works of righ-
teousness which we have done, but according 
to His mercy He saved us” (Titus 3:5).

Dr. Hixson

We are not saved by works; we 

cannot lose our salvation by 

works; we cannot invalidate 

our salvation by works; and we 

need not look to works for the 

assurance of salvation – ours 

or someone else’s!
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Cornerstone BIBle InstItute Do not be swayed by well-dressed, articulate “sheep” who are propagating a false gospel of works.  The Gospel is “good news.”  But any 
presentation of the gospel that includes elements of works is not good news…it is bad information.  Moreover, do not be lured into the 
habit of inspecting the works of others for the purpose of assigning them to heaven or hell.  Jesus’ words in Matthew 7 remind us that fruit 
inspectors should be good listeners, not judgmental watchers.  If you listen to the profession of another, it will help you discern whether 
he or she may be a believer or an unbeliever.  Then, you will know whether you are dealing with a salvation issue or a sanctification issue.  
Only then can you effectively help a struggling person deal with his or her sinful behavior.  §

In Context is designed to encourage our readers to take a closer look at 
important biblical themes. Your suggestions for articles are welcome.  

This newsletter is from Cornerstone Bible Institute, 27317 Wind Cave 
Road, P.O. Box 1158, Hot Springs, SD 57747; (605) 745-6878.

Cornerstone Bible Institute Board of Directors: Steve DeFord, Dan 
Driesenga, Howard Friesen, Dr. J. B. Hixson, Steve Johnson, Jon 
LeBar, Matt Parker, and Richard Stepanek.

Veterans Approval Statement
Cornerstone Bible Institute is approved by the South Dakota State Ap-
proval Agency for training veterans and other eligible persons under 
Veteran Administration provisions.  Some dependents of veterans and 
some survivors of deceased veterans, as well as veterans themselves, may 
qualify for VA educational assistance. This program considers Corner-
stone in the NCD (non-college degree) programs, and therefore, works 
with us on the same basis as a vocational school.

For further information contact our Registrar, Owen Cornelius.

Meet Our Students
Josie Olson 

I grew up on my parents’ farm near Broken Bow, Nebraska.  I am the third of eight children, six girls and two 
boys. I came to Christ at the age of six or seven after a conversation with my parents when they explained 
that I could not get to heaven through them or by being a good person. Even though I thought I was a good 
person, I was a sinner in need of salvation. I heard about CBI through my older sister, who is currently a senior 
here. I came here to learn and grow and build a firm foundation for wherever God may call me in the future. 
My parents and all my siblings have encouraged and supported me in this decision. Through my classes I am 
learning lots, but especially I am getting a bigger sense of how indescribable and holy God really is.  

Noah Durfey

I heard about Cornerstone through DCBI in 2017. I was saved when I was fifteen. I had had an accident with 
a four-wheeler that made me really think about where I would go after I die, and I later talked with my mom, 
who prayed with me. 

I am the oldest child in my family and have five siblings, three brothers and two sisters. My dad is our church’s 
pastor, and my mom homeschooled me. At our church I run the soundboard, play guitar, and sing in the choir.  
At the moment my plan for the future is ranching, but it is open to whatever God’s will is. I am enjoying 
expanding my knowledge of the Bible here at Cornerstone.  § 

Josie Olson

Noah Durfey

DCBI Dates – March 26-28
Destination Cornerstone Bible Institute (DCBI) is a time for high school juniors, seniors, 
and graduates to come and visit Cornerstone for a weekend.  Visiting students will have 
opportunities to get to know CBI faculty and students, spend time in the Word of God,  
experience classes first hand, enjoy time playing games, and more! 

Our theme for 2020 is  A Light unto My Path – Psalm 119:105.  
Churches are encouraged to send groups of teens with sponsors.  Mark your calendars!  

	 •	 March 26-28, 2020
	 •		The	cost	is	$25.00	per	participant.		
	 •		Sponsors	attend	free,	but	are	requested	to	find	their	own	accommodations.		
	 •		Online	application	is	available	at	
     https://www.cornerstonebibleinstitute.com/campus-preview-dcbi 
     or you may contact Alicia Jung at Cornerstone – 605-745-6878 
     or corbible@gwtc.net. 
	 •	 Please reserve your spot soon.
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Book Review - Owen Cornelius

Glass House

Is evolutionism good science?  That is the question Glass House tackles, and the answer is a 
resounding no.  In fact, like a literal glass house, evolutionism is on the verge of collapse.  That may 
sound like an exaggeration, but the general editors, Ken Ham and Bodie Hodge, are convinced we 
could soon see the shattering of this preposterous theory. 

The book has thirteen contributors, including Ham and Hodge.  It is purported to be written on a level twelve-year-olds can understand, 
and for the most part that is so.  Some of the chapters, however, are written on a more advanced level. 

Why do the authors consider evolutionism not good science?  Simply, evolution is not observable, testable, or repeatable.  In other words, 
it cannot be subjected to the scientific method (chapter two).  It does not matter whether it is chemical, biological, astronomical, or 
geological evolution (chapter three).  

Likewise, biblical creation has never been observed; and, therefore, it cannot be tested or repeated—at least not by humans.  Yet, the One 
who was there when it happened has told us in His Word that it is true.  As Ham states on page 317, “Observational science, when done 
correctly, will always confirm God’s Word and the history recorded in it because that history is true.” 

Thus, as Hodge demonstrates in chapter five, the whole debate between creationism and evolutionism revolves around the doctrine of 
authority.  Is the Bible our authority for all knowledge or not?  

Glass House is not an overnight read, but neither is it a particularly difficult one.  The authors of this book have given us a valuable 
creation-apologetics resource.  It deserves the attention of every creation-minded individual and ministry.  §

Ham, Ken, and Bodie Hodge, editors. Glass House. Green Forest, AR: Master Books, 2018.
ISBN: 978-1-68344-156-4    Digital ISBN: 978-1-61458-702-6    Paperback, 320 pages   

Owen Cornelius

CBI Maintenance Minutes 
by Mike Godsell and Dan Driesenga

The summer at CBI was busy for the maintenance department.  Under the Board’s directive, Dan 
Driesenga and Mike Godsell began work on a shelter for our school bus.  They moved approximately 
one hundred yards of dirt in the area adjacent to the East side of the shop building. This provided 
an enlarged parking area and a leveled building site for the bus barn. The encloser duplicated the 
length of the present metal building and added 24 feet in width to the structure.  The addition 
was enclosed in white sheet metal to match the original shop façade. Forty yards of road base was 
brought in and leveled with John LeBar’s skid loader. His equipment provided for our needs during 
this endeavor. We thank him for his serving heart.  The CBI people mover now has a home out of 
the South Dakota weather!

 Dan Driesenga is currently wiring the new addition for lighting and outlets to facilitate the battery 
maintainer on the bus. This will also provide a service area for that large vehicle. With the bus in 
place, in the bus barn, there is ample room to also park the school’s plow truck and the service van 
used in moving supplies to the dining hall. 

Several other smaller repair needs were attended to before the fall semester began. The maintenance department would like to thank all 
who helped make the summer a success, including those who give regularly, providing for needed facility upgrades.  §

Progress on the bus barn

Joan Godsell with her son Jonathan 
who brought a crew to work on the bus 

barn
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Alumni News

Andrew (F06-S07), and Jodie (Kunnari) (2009) Lim

Andrew (F06-S07), and Jodie (Kunnari) (2009) Lim
Andrew and Jodie Lim live in Bonney Lake, Washington. Drew graduated in June with his Bachelor’s 
in Business Finance.  He is working for a financial company in the area. 

With three boys, Jude (4), Deacon (3), and Malakai (1), the Lims like, according to Jodie, “to keep 
busy outdoors to burn off some energy!”  While Drew is at work, Jodie plans many play dates with 
friends.  Jude also attends a Christian preschool three days a week.   Jodie shares, “Our favorite thing 
to look forward to are visits from Grammie and Pops and Gramma and Grandpa!”

The Lims have been attending a church where they are being taught the Word, and Jodie enjoys 
helping out with the many kids in their children’s ministry.   

Jodie says that the most valuable things she learned at CBI, “were how to study the Bible on my own and how to see the Bible as one whole 
story. I learned to recognize the story of how God has been and is working throughout all history through mankind to bring about His glory and 
our good, and how He has accomplished all this through Jesus Christ. I believe God used my time at CBI to lay these foundational truths and is 
now continuing to teach me how the Gospel of Jesus is relevant to me, not just for my salvation, but for my everyday life as a believer, as a wife, 
and as a mom.”  

The Lims have developed the habit of reading a Bible story with their boys most nights before bed. They practice learning a Bible verse, 
saying the books of the Bible, or sing a song and pray for family and neighbors. Jodie states, “It’s a simple thing, but I pray the truths they 
learn now as children will stick with them the rest of their lives. I pray they learn how loved they are and grow to love Jesus in return.”   §

Meet Our Pastors
Nathan Lundgren (2018)
I am the Pastor at Valley Bible Church of Kooskia, Idaho.  We have finished the Epistle to 
the Colossians, and now I am preaching through the Gospel of Luke on Sunday mornings.  
I teach the junior and senior high Sunday school, where we are working through the book 
of Acts.  On Tuesdays I lead a men’s Bible study, and we are going through the Gospel of 
John.  On Wednesday evenings we have youth group in our living room.  The youth group 
is 7th through 12th grade.  Last week we had eleven youth with only two of those being 
our own children.  A twenty-five year old man in our church helps out with that group.  
Jake has a love for the Word and is well loved in this community.   We feed the group a 
meal, but we have only had to cook one of those meals.  We have been blessed by how 
many people want to cook that meal!  We study the Bible family style and answer their 
questions.  If they do not have any questions, then I ask questions to make them look at the 
text to see what does the Bible says.  Honestly, I would be hard pressed to say which I enjoy 
more: Sunday morning with everyone, Tuesday morning with the men, or Wednesday 

evening with the youth. 

Brittany is homeschooling Marin and Ruthie.  Linnea is at Clearwater Valley High school as a freshman.  Eva is in seventh grade at the 
Clearwater Valley Junior High.  Tessa and Tovin are at CV Elementary.  Brittany is the Cubbies leader at AWANA on Sunday evening.  
She also teaches children’s church when necessary on Sunday mornings.  She does many other things as a pastor’s wife that are a wonderful 
“ministry” but would be difficult to categorize.  I can assure you she is a busy woman.  §

Andrew & Jodie Lim & boys

Nathan & Brittany Lundgren & family
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Return Service Requested

“Every life without 
Christ is a 

mission field;
every life with Christ

is a missionary.”
 

~Dick Hillis

Bible Conference 
Announcement    

You are invited to attend Cornerstone’s Bible Conference to be 
held February 24-28, 2020.  It will feature our new president, 

Dr. J. B. Hixson, who will be teaching on the topic “What Jesus 
had to say about His Return: An In-Depth Look at the Olivet 
Discourse”.  The morning sessions will begin at 8:00, 9:15, and 
11:00 Monday through Friday.  Evening sessions will begin at 

7:00 Monday through Thursday.

If you wish to join us for meals, suggested donations are: 
Breakfast	$3.00,	Lunch	$5.00,	and	Supper	$4.00.		Saturday	
brunch	is	$5.00.		Please	get	your	meal	tickets	from	Alicia	Jung	
in CBI’s office ahead of time so the kitchen will know for how 

many to prepare.  You may call Alicia at 605-745-6878 or email 
her at corbible@gwtc.net. §

Junior & Senior students with 
Bill Baxter in Theology class

Siblings at CBI this semester – 
Vanessa, James,& Josie Olson


