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A Word from the Board of Directors  
by Steve DeFord

Steve & Celeste DeFord

God knows how to encourage His servants 
when we need it most. Celeste and I are 
missionaries with Northwest Independent 
Church Extension. NICE Celebrated 
sixty years of ministry with an anniversary 
conference held in Yakama, Washington. 
The week before we left for the conference, 
we hosted missionaries James and Lyndsay 
Ellis and family at First Baptist Church in 
Ekalaka, Montana. James graduated from 
CBI in 2014. He and his family have been 
serving among the South Sudanese in 
Uganda, along with their co-worker Esther 
Clement, also a 2014 CBI graduate. God 
has used these dear people in a marvelous 
way through some very dire circumstances 
on the field. 

On our way to Washington we attended 
Big Sky Bible Church in Billings with 
our daughter and her husband. There we 
sat under the excellent ministry of Pastor 
Jared Berg, a 2005 CBI graduate. What a 
blessing to listen as he “rightly divided the 

word of Truth” to a vivacious and growing 
body of believers. 

Upon arriving at the conference, we were 
greeted by the Nathan Lundgren family. 
Nathan is a 2018 graduate of CBI. At 
the time, he and Brittany were the newest 
missionaries with NICE, serving at Valley 
Bible Church in Kooskia, Idaho. Later that 
day we were greeted by Keith and Claudia 
(Stepanek) Singer, both 2013 CBI graduates 
serving Loomis Community Church in 
Loomis, Washington. 

I took courage at this excellent reminder 
of the reason God raised up Cornerstone 
Bible Institute. By the grace of God, we 
will continue to equip men and women for 
faithful service. We urge your continued 
prayer for and support of this important 
ministry as we wait upon the Lord for His 
provision for some very urgent staff and 
faculty needs. Thank you for partnering 
with us for the glory of God.  §
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Caleb Kremers
Caleb was 
born into 
the Christian 
family of Cody 
and Michelle 
Kremers. He 
lives on a ranch 
in east central 
Wyoming near 
the town of 
Lusk. Caleb 
was saved when 

he was nine at a 
Bible camp in Douglas, Wyoming. He 
heard about CBI from his grandmother, 
who saw the big blue CBI sign while she 
was doing business in Hot Springs. Caleb 
came to DCBI in the spring of 2018 and 
began as a student in the fall semester. He 
is also involved with the Lusk Community 
Church Youth Group in Lusk, Wyoming, 
helping lead games. He will start teaching 
there this semester. He says he has been 

Caleb Kremers

learning a tremendous amount over the last 
few months. The class that has been the most 
profitable to him recently is Miss Haynie’s 
teaching class. His plans for after attending 
Cornerstone Bible Institute consist of being 
the youth pastor in Lusk at Prairie Hills 
Community Church, ranching, and maybe 
going to a mechanic school.

Zachary Boltjes
Zachary Boltjes is a freshman this spring 
semester at Cornerstone.  He was born in 
Chadron, Nebraska, but the family moved 
several times during his childhood.  When 
he was about six, his family moved to 
Kimball, Nebraska.  Zach is the third of 
four brothers. His father, Hod Boltjes, is a 
pastor. His mother Deb homeschooled her 
boys. 

Melany and Zach met at the local pool in 
Kimball when they were eleven years old.  
They were married December 10, 2016, at 
the Kimball Evangelical Free Church.

Meet Our Students        

Zach knew about Cornerstone through his 
father who attended and graduated from 
CBI in 1997.  Zach was going through a 
rough point in his life and wanted to go 
to Bible college.  After his father gave him 
various options, Zach felt God calling him 
to CBI.  He hopes to go into the ministry 
in the future and teach the Bible as a pastor 
or youth pastor.  He is also working on 
becoming a writer.

As a family, the Boltjes enjoy reading together, 
going to coffee shops, going on walks, hiking, 
board games, painting, and cooking.  Zach 
also enjoys 
h u n t i n g , 
shooting, 
a r c h e r y , 
b o x i n g , 
r u n n i n g , 
and sword 
fighting. §   

Zachary, Melany,& Iris Boltjes

Destination Cornerstone Bible Institute (DCBI)
Theme: “Thoroughly Equipped” – 2 Timothy 3:16-17

When?  March 28-30, 2019   
Check in: 3:00 P.M. Thursday  *  Check out: 10:30 P.M. Saturday

What?   DCBI is an opportunity for potential students to get their feet on campus for a few days. 
High school juniors, seniors, and graduates are encouraged to come visit for the weekend. 

It is an opportunity to meet the staff, sit in on classes, ask questions about the school, and more.

Why?   God’s Word demonstrates clearly that the believer needs to be growing in the knowledge of the Lord Jesus Christ, 
but finding the right place to do so is getting more and more difficult. DCBI allows you to experience first-hand Cornerstone’s 

dedication to teaching God’s Word accurately. And it is a lot of fun!

How?   Simply fill out and send in the registration form, and then come! Registration may be done online or mailed in. 
Visit https://www.cornerstonebibleinstitute.com/campus-preview-dcbi/ for more information or to submit your registration.

Cost: $25 per participant.  (Parents and sponsors may attend for no additional fee. 
Meals will be provided, but they will have to make their own arrangements for accommodation.)  §   

Vanessa Olson
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Meet One of Our Alumni Pastors

Brandon (S05-S06), Sarah Fiester (F04-F05) Yuill

Brandon and Sarah Yuill live in Gering, Nebraska.  Brandon has been the pastor at Bethel 
Baptist Church in Scottsbluff for three years.   Sarah keeps busy with the youth group, 
homeschooling, and babysitting. They are both involved in the Jeremiah House ministry, 
where they share God’s Word with both children and adults. 

The Yuills have three children: Andrew (10), Emily (6), and Elizabeth (4).  As a family they 
enjoy going to the zoo, ice skating, and hiking.  Brandon also enjoys hunting and playing 
disc golf.  Sarah likes to make jewelry and sew.

Meet One of Our Alumni Pastors 

Hod (1997) and Deb Boltjes

Hod and Deb and their son Taylor Boltjes moved to Hot Springs in the fall of 1994.  Hod 
attended CBI as a student from the fall of 1994 through the spring of 1997. While they 
were at Cornerstone, God blessed the family with another son, who was born in their 
apartment in the basement of the administration building. 

Since that time the Boltjes family has experienced God’s faithfulness in the areas of family 
and ministry.  The Boltjes family grew from two boys to four. Taylor is serving as youth 
pastor in Scottsbluff, Nebraska. Caleb is serving an internship in Scottsbluff, Nebraska. 
Zach is a student at Cornerstone, and Brant is looking forward to graduation from high 
school.  Hod writes, “It has been a joy to see God’s providence in making these boys into men.  
We rejoice daily in the blessing of Taylor’s marriage to Claire and Zach’s marriage to Melany 

and the beautiful children that God has blessed them with. God truly does move in mysterious ways His wonders to perform. Praise His glorious 
Name.”

God’s hand of providence has also led the Boltjes family in many areas of ministry. After graduating from Cornerstone, Hod accepted a 
call to minister to the youth in Chadron, Nebraska.  They next moved to Alliance, Hod ministering as an associate pastor.  The family was 
then led to Bayard, where Hod served for three years as senior pastor.  Again, moved by God’s hand, the Boltjes family entered a time of 
serving in an evangelistic ministry that led to much travel. They had the wonderful privilege of meeting other believers and experiencing 
a Mueller-like faith as they witnessed God’s faithful provision. Now the family (Hod, Deb and Brant) live in Kimball, Nebraska, where 
Hod has been serving as senior pastor for the last ten years. 

Hod shares, “Looking back on the last twenty-five  years we rejoice in God’s faithfulness.  In the light or in the dark, He has been faithful.”  §

Brandon & Sarah Yuill & family

Hod & Deb Boltjes
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InContext
Cornerstone BIBle InstItute

By: Board Member Pastor Matthew Parker

The Biblical Role of Women in the Church 

With the rise of the feminist movement 
in our society and its advances in the 
church as well, the need for a biblical 
approach to the role of women in the 
church is of the highest importance. 

When Adam and Eve sinned in the 
Garden of Eden, the effect of that sin 
was wide reaching even to the basic 
roles of men and women at home, 
in the world, and in the church. As a 
consequence for disobedience, God 
said, “I will greatly multiply your sorrow 
and your conception; in pain you shall 
being forth children; your desire shall be 
for your husband, and he shall rule over 
you” (Gen 3:16). The last phrase of this 
verse highlights the struggle that men 
and women have had since the entrance 
of sin into our world. Women have a 
desire to usurp man’s authority and to 
rule over him. Man too often is willing 
to allow that to take place, especially 
in the church. But is that a biblical 
response? No. God has designed roles 
for men and roles for women in the 
church, and following 
His design leads to a 
God-honoring body 
of believers which can 
be effective in reaching 
our world with the 
message of salvation in 
Jesus Christ alone.

A woman has the opportunity to serve 
the Lord in many areas, but God reserves 
the leadership roles of pastors, elders, 

and deacons to men. Paul writes in I 
Timothy 2:11-12 that women should 
be learners not leaders: “Let a woman 
learn in silence with all submission. And 
I do not permit a woman to teach or to 
have authority over a man, but to be in 
silence.” Women are not to be teachers; 
they are to be learners or disciples. A 
woman may speak and ask questions 
and make comments, but her attitude 
needs to be one of submissive learning 
and not of trying to be the teacher or 
trying to assume leadership or authority 
(MacArthur 134,138). This is not 
because women are inferior, but because 
this is God’s order. 

God charges the elders of the church 
at Ephesus with the responsibility of 
shepherding His flock. “Therefore take 
heed to yourselves and to all the flock, 
among which the Holy Spirit has made 
you overseers, to shepherd the church of 
God which He purchased with His own 
blood” (Acts 20:28). Although there may 
be no gender distinctions in the giving 

of spiritual gifts, “the 
pastor or ‘shepherd’ is 
the ‘elder.’ This word is 
masculine and is never 
used of a spiritual gift 
to a woman” (Couch 
220). By God’s design 
women are not to 
be pastors, elders, or 

deacons.

A third biblical reason a woman should 

not be an elder, pastor, or deacon in 
the church is the principle of order of 
authority, which the Holy Spirit inspires 
Paul to teach about in 1 Corinthians 
11:2–16. Paul states, “But I want you 
to know that the head of every man is 
Christ, the head of woman is man, and 
the head of Christ is God” (1 Cor 11:2). 
The point Paul teaches here is not that 
one is superior over the other but that 
there are differences of function in each 
of these relationships. In the Godhead 
all three persons are equal, fully God, 
and yet there is a different function for 
each Person. Submission on the part 
of the Son and the Holy Spirit results 
in harmonious function. The principle 
then is the same in human relationships 
as well. Men and women are equal in 
value before the Lord, yet have different 
functions in the body of Christ. 
Submission on the part of the woman 
to the man, all to the leaders, and all 
to Christ brings about sweet fellowship 

Pastor Matthew & Mary Parker

A woman has the opportunity 

to serve the Lord in many 

areas, but God reserves the 

leadership roles of pastors, 

elders, and deacons to men.
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Cornerstone BIBle InstItute among God’s people and enables them 
to be lights shining in a dark world 
(Couch 213–214).

Although the leadership positions of 
pastor, elder, and deacon are for the men 
in the body of Christ, there are ample 
places where women can biblically and 
faithfully serve. One area is teaching 
other women in a Bible study, in a 
small group, or even in large groups 
and conferences. Paul encourages Titus 
to “teach the older women to…admonish 
the young women to love their husbands, 
to love their children, to be discreet, 
chaste, homemakers, good, obedient to 
their own husbands, that the word of 
God may not be blasphemed” (Titus 2:1, 
3–5). A woman has great opportunity 
to disciple women, mentoring them to 
be godly mothers, influencing the next 
generation for good, and filling a vital 
role.  They also can teach other women 
to be godly in their relationships with 
their husbands. In the present culture, 
which seems to want to negate gender 
roles, this attitude will only be learned 
from women who live out biblical 
principles in their own lives and homes 
and teach other women. God entrusts 
this important role to women to affect 
society for eternity.

Another area where women are free to 
serve and teach is the Sunday School 
classroom. Although more men should 
be teaching children in Sunday School, 
and as boys mature a godly man in the 
Sunday School classroom would be 
desirable as a pattern for these young 
men to follow, many women are gifted 
to teach in this area as well and should 
be encouraged to step into this role.

Women are also very capable authors 
and writers and should be encouraged 
to write Bible studies and materials. 
Women are to be encouraged to witness 
and share the gospel with other women, 
to visit the sick, to counsel other women 

In Context is designed to encourage our readers to take a closer look at 
important biblical themes. Your suggestions for articles are welcome.  

This newsletter is from Cornerstone Bible Institute, 27317 Wind Cave 
Road, P.O. Box 1158, Hot Springs, SD 57747; (605) 745-6878.

Cornerstone Bible Institute Board of Directors: Bill Baxter, Dan 
Driesenga, Steve DeFord, Steve Johnson, Jon LeBar, Matt Parker, and 
Richard Stepanek.

Veterans Approval Statement
Cornerstone Bible Institute is approved by the South Dakota State Ap-
proval Agency for training veterans and other eligible persons under 
Veteran Administration provisions.  Some dependents of veterans and 
some survivors of deceased veterans, as well as veterans themselves, may 
qualify for VA educational assistance. This program considers Corner-
stone in the NCD (non-college degree) programs, and therefore, works 
with us on the same basis as a vocational school.

For further information contact our Registrar, Owen Cornelius.

and children, and to serve as church ad-
ministrative assistants (Couch 222).

One area where women have flourished 
throughout church history is in the area 
of cross-cultural missions. Being careful 
that the “biblical injunction of a woman 
not ‘teaching or exercising authority over a 
man’ is not being violated” (Couch 222), 
women can be valuable servants, used of 
the Lord on the mission field. They need 
the support of the local church leaders 
and the church as a whole, and it is the 
privilege of the church to support and 
encourage them. 

Men and women have abundant op-
portunities to serve the Lord in many 
capacities, and both men and women 
must be cautious about their qualifica-
tions before serving. It would be just as 
serious a matter to have an unqualified 
man serving in a role in which men were 
to serve as it would be for a woman to 
serve in a role in which she was not to 
serve. 

Both men and women must keep in 
mind that no matter what position 
they hold, they will be under stricter 
judgment as the Lord’s servants. The 
church’s responsibility is to keep their 
eyes on the Lord and be willing to serve 
Him for His glory and His praise. The 
goal of each person in the local church 
should be to “make it our aim, whether 
present or absent, to be well pleasing to 
Him” (2 Cor 5:9).

Couch, Mal. ed.  A Biblical Theology of 
the Church. Grand Rapids: Kregel, 1999.
MacArthur, John Jr. Different by 
Design: Discovering God’s Will 
for Today’s Man and Woman.                                                                                              
Colorado Springs: Victor Books, 1994

All Bible references are from the NKJV.  §

“Faith is
the refusal to 

panic.”
                            
Martyn Lloyd Jones

Rachel Gunter checking her mail box
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Alumni News 
Curtis (2012), Kendra (DeFord) (F11-S12) Smith

The Smiths were married in Perry, Iowa, on June 9, 2012.  They now have three children.
Emmalyn is four, Adeline two, and Elaina three months.
 
Curt is working for the VA Pharmacy call center, and Kendra cleans several houses.  She also 
manages a vacation cabin outside of Wind Cave Park. 

The Smiths are both involved in ministry.  Curt runs the sound system at Calvary Baptist 
Church, and this past summer he took care of the church lawn (mowing and spraying for 
weeds and other needs). Kendra teaches Little Lambs (children’s church) and sings with the 
worship team (when she does not have a newborn).

Curt and Kendra have been remodeling their house for the past four years! Kendra says, “It has been fun to see the changes! We are finally 
coming to the end of the big projects!” They also love cooking together and doing anything outdoors! 

“The things we learned at CBI,” Kendra shares, “I think we have used in our parenting more than anything else! Having kids really shows you 
how much more you have to learn!! It has also been helpful in the children’s ministry (Little Lambs).” §  

Curtis & Kendra Smith & family

Maintenance Minutes 
by Mike Godsell

Maintaining a commercial campus encompasses build-
ings, equipment, and vehicles. In preparation for a new 
school year, some rearranging in the dorms provided for 
better use of housing facilities. With the wear of years, 
some lock sets needed replacement. Those locks were re-

keyed and tested for accessibility.  

Upon return from an extended trip with the twelve-passenger van, the front 
suspension needed a break-set replacement. This was re-fitted and road tested 
for a safety check.  The people-mover bus, used for choir tour and large group 
outings, required a DOT inspection, as well as a battery-maintenance system.

A new sewer line was installed for existing men’s dorm, eliminating a continual 
drainage issue. That project included a grade installation, to allow for handi-

capped transportation to and from the classroom level.

Future projects at the school include an addition onto the maintenance building 
to create an enclosure for bus storage and remodeling in kitchens and baths, in 
campus apartments (that were new in 1950). Anyone interested in one or more 

of these projects can contact the school at corbible@gwtc.net.  §

Michele Charles and Ruth Haynie 
have served on the CBI faculty for 26 years

Josiah Huntington & James Olson 
using a bell tree

Mike Godsell
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Missionary Updates

Jon (2002), Denielle (Ortler) (2003) Johnson

Denielle and I are grateful to be serving with Brazil Gospel Fellowship Mission in south Brazil, where 
we minister as church planters. We have been serving in Brazil for ten years. This year our ministry 
has shifted as we focus on strengthening and building relationships with supporting churches and 
individuals. We will be traveling in midwestern states during most of the year. 

God has given us the privilege of raising ElliAnna (5th grade), Carter (3rd grade), and Noella 
(kindergarten). We are thankful for them and the opportunity to teach them the Word of God. They 
daily challenge us as parents to look to Christ for the wisdom that we need to model repentance of 
sin and a walk of faith. We enjoy many different kinds of activities together as a family. 

We are grateful for the biblical foundation that we received while studying at CBI that helped prepare 
us to preach the gospel, love the church, and teach the Word of God. We desire to walk with God day 
by day for His glory, content in being who he has created us to be. Please pray for our children as they 
adjust to the changes in their lives this year as we are on furlough in the United States. Please pray for 
effective ministry and clear teaching of the Word of God as we have opportunity to teach it.

Daniel (2015), Abby (Courtney) (2016) Stanley

Daniel and Abby Stanley were married in December of 2016 and began raising support for their 
ministry right away!  After two years of waiting, God has supplied enough support for them to begin 
working full time with Scripture Memory Mountain Mission in Emmalena, Kentucky.  SMMM 
is a multi-faceted ministry, using summer camp, retreats, community outreach events, and other 
programs to reach children and adults with the gospel and teach them to grow in their faith.  

The Stanleys began working with SMMM in the summer of 2016. Daniel has worked primarily in 
the kitchen, while Abby has done housekeeping year round and worked in the dining hall during 
summer camp.  Daniel’s favorite ministry is the outdoor education program, where schools bring 
their students for field trips to the camp.  They teach science programs like the Power-Packed Earth, 
earth sciences, and basic chemistry from a Biblical perspective and have loads of fun while they do 
it!

Daniel is now training to be office manager, and Abby is looking forward to helping with the ministry 
to school children.  Please pray that their transition would be smooth, and that God would give them 

wisdom to know in what aspects of ministry He wants them to engage in the future.  If you would like to get the Stanleys’ prayer letter 
by e-mail, send an e-mail to stanleydna@outlook.com and request it.  They will be more than happy to add you to their correspondence 
list.  §    

Daniel & Abby Stanley

Jon & Denielle Johnson & family

CBI Ringers – Stephanie & Micah Zulauf, Robert Courtney, 
James Olson, Josiah Huntington, and director Michele Charles

Alicia Jung, administrative assistant
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“Worry is an 
indication that 
we think God 
cannot look 

after us.”
                            
Oswald Chambers

Book Review by Ruth Haynie

Foreign to Familiar by Sarah A. Lanier is subtitled: A Guide to Understanding Hot- and 
Cold-Climate Cultures.  I first read this book because I teach missions.  I could not put it 
down. I read the whole thing at one sitting because it was not only interesting, but it also 
expanded my worldview.  

The author is uniquely fitted to tackle this subject of cultures.  Sarah Lanier was born in 
Georgia, USA, and moved with her family to the Middle East at the age of nine.  She has 
worked interculturally in the Netherlands, Israel, and Chile.  She has also lived and taught 
in Africa, the Middle East, Europe, and New Zealand.

Every Christian will find this large-print book of 128 pages to be a help in understanding our own and others’ ways 
of doing and saying things.  Foreign to Familiar makes a great book for gift giving.  I would especially recommend 
it to pastors, church leaders, and those on missions committees.  §

Lanier, Sarah A. Foreign to Familiar.
Hagerstown: McDougal Publishing, 2000, 2010.
Reprinted 2013.
ISBN: 978-1-58158-022-8

Ruth Haynie


