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Graduation Invitation 

May 2019 Graduates: Micah Zulauf, 
Abi Johnson, Janelle Kull

On behalf of the CBI class of 2019, we invite you to attend and celebrate the twenty-fifth 
commencement program of Cornerstone Bible Institute.   Graduation exercises will be 
held at 1 PM on Saturday, May 4, 2019, at the Mueller Center in Hot Springs.  The 
speaker this year will be Richard Kull, father of senior Janelle Kull. He is currently the 
Pastor of Outreach and Senior Ministries at College Heights Baptist Church in Casper, 
Wyoming. Richard, along with his wife Starla, graduated from Prairie Bible Institute in 
1980. They were married in December of that same year.  From 1980 to the present they 
have served the Lord in church planting ministry in Bolivia, Colombia, Panama, and 
Mexico with Avant Ministries and Faith Christian Missions. Richard is also the director of 
the Fellowship of Pastors and Missionaries of Mexico. The Kulls have seven children and 

twelve grandchildren.  A reception in the CBI dining hall will follow the ceremony.

Founder’s Day Invitation
 
You are welcome to attend our special Founder’s Day on Friday, May 3, the day before 
commencement.  Sessions that day will start at 8 AM, 9:15 AM, and 11 AM.  Our speaker 
will be Scott McClellen, pastor of Berean Bible Church in Valentine, Nebraska.  Scott 
worked for Union Pacific Railroad for twenty-six years and farmed in Maxwell, Nebraska, 
near North Plate before coming to Cornerstone with his wife Keri and children Kyle and 
Erika.  Keri is a school teacher and worked to put Scott through school.  He graduated 
from Cornerstone in 2005 and became the pastor of Gregory Berean Fundamental Church 
in Gregory, South Dakota, where he was the pastor as well as the choir director for nine 
years. In February 2014, Scott became the pastor of Berean Bible Church in Valentine.  §
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Abigail Johnson

My time here at Cornerstone has seemed 
long, but at the same time it is strange that 
I am almost done! God is good and faithful! 
He preserves us in our helpless state. I am 
thankful for all that I have learned during 
the past three years. I have been amazed time 
and time again at the study of Who God is 
and all that He has done! While I trust that 
God has grown me and taught me during 
the past three years, I still have so much to 
learn. One of the most significant things I 
learned at CBI has been the importance of 
the authority of the Word of God in every 
single facet of our lives. Another has been 
that theology is practical for every aspect of 
living; each believer’s life is to reflect this! I 
have been greatly blessed to take the biblical 
counseling class. The teaching of the Word 
to another person is extremely convicting 
and valuable! 

Looking forward after graduation, I intend 
to pursue a degree in trauma counseling with 
a focus on victims of human trafficking. 
I also hope to pursue a different job that 
will be practical to support this ministry. 
I also intend to continue and to increase 
in serving in my local church, Calvary 
Baptist Church, here in Hot Springs. Pray 
with me that God would guide and direct 
according to His will and give abundantly 
the wisdom that He promises. Praise God 
for all that He has done and will continue 
to do. Soli Deo Gloria

Abigail Johnson

Janelle Kull

During my four years here at Cornerstone, 
God has taught me so many things about 
His word and having a good relationship 
with Him. Some things that are important 
to me are to continue to learn MORE 
about Him, to grow ever closer to Him, 
and to keep trusting in Him in my life. I 
know that God will be with me wherever 
I go. From here, I am not sure what 
I am going to do, but I want to serve 
God, particularly focusing on short-term 
missions in the future. Other than that, 
I know God has a plan for my future as 
well. I just need to keep trusting in Him! 
I would appreciate your prayers as I seek 
God’s direction. I have so many favorite 
verses. One of the passages that particularly 
challenges me is Proverbs 3:5-6: “Trust in 
the LORD with all your heart, And lean not 
on your own understanding; In all your ways 
acknowledge Him, and He shall direct your 
paths” (NKJV).

Meet Our Graduates     

Micah Zulauf

The classes at CBI have given me a 
greater comprehension of understanding, 
interpreting, and applying the Word 
of God. I have a greater confidence in 
formulating devotions, Bible studies, and 
sermons that can apply to and do impact 
the lives of people. I am thankful for my 
time at CBI and the Biblical truths I have 
learned to apply in my life. 

What I plan to do: Last July, I married 
Stephanie Fuller. We are now planning to 
travel across the states to West Virginia 
during the summer for both of us to 
continue further education at Appalachian 
Bible College. After that, we will continue 
to follow God’s leading wherever He may 
direct. We are praying for our spiritual 
and financial needs for the move and the 
coming school year. God has blessed us 
abundantly, and we are excited to see what 
God has planned for us.  §   

Micah ZulaufJanelle Kull
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A Word From the Board of Directors 
Steve DeFord

I have been blessed in meditation on Psalm 71. Consider verses 5 and 6 with me. “For 
You are my hope, O Lord God; You are my trust from my youth. By you I have been upheld 
(sustained) from birth; You are He who took me out of my mother’s womb.” The assumption 
here is that the Psalmist could be in no better hands than the Divine hands that delivered 
him at birth. 

Ten times I have witnessed the miracle of birth, and it was as much a marvel the tenth time 
as it was the first. I cannot tell you how many times I have witnessed and even assisted in 
the birth of farm animals, and even that is an absolute miracle. I find that I almost hold 
my breath while I wait for that tiny little life to take its first breath. Life never seems more 
fragile than at the moment of birth, and there is no question in my mind that the Creator 
and Sustainer of life is active in bringing every living creature into existence. I do not have another explanation for the birth miracle. 

My friend, we do not have a God that brings us into existence only to abandon us. In our sick world, man will do that with the blessing 
of human government, but not our God. I do not have the space to cover this Psalm in detail, but the human author of Psalm 71 is now 
an old man. He has seen God’s deliverance; he has experienced His salvation and found Him faithful. So he says in verses 17 and 18, “O 
God you have taught me from my youth; And to this day I declare Your wondrous works. Now also when I am old and grayheaded, O God, do 
not forsake me, Until I declare your strength to this generation, Your power to everyone who is to come.” 

This is the heart cry of the faculty and the Board of Directors at CBI. As long as God sustains us, we are committed to equipping the next 
generation to serve in the power and strength that God faithfully gives. §

Book Review
by Isaac Stanley

I Am a Church Member by Thom S. Rainer is a short—I read it in about forty-five 
minutes—but challenging and practical book. It is a call to be a COMMITTED member of 
your local church. In a culture of individualism and consumerism, Rainer urges Christians 
to seek to serve, rather than seek to be served in the church. “Many churches are weak,” he 
says, “because we have members who have turned the meaning of membership upside down. 
It’s time to get it right. It’s time to become a church member as God intended. It’s time to give 
instead of being entitled.”

Through six quick chapters, the author lays out six expressions of commitment that should 
define the attitude of healthy Christians. Each chapter is followed by a pledge, which, 
whether formally affirmed or not, serves as a reminder of sacrificial servanthood within the local body. 

Rainer’s style is brief but practical and convicting. This is a book that could be handed out liberally at a church to encourage a biblical 
attitude toward church membership. I highly recommend it. 

Oh! And did I mention it’s short?  §

I Am A Church Member by Thom S. Rainer
B&H Publishing Group
Nashville, Tennessee
2013, 79 pages  ISBN: 978-1-4336-7973-5  

Steve & Celeste DeFord

Isaac Stanley 
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InContext
Cornerstone BIBle InstItute

By: Bob Townsend

Losing the AWE in the Awesomeness of God or 
The Danger of Familiarity ~ Psalm 145

The intent of this In Context article 
is to illustrate that we sometimes 
become too familiar with holy 
things, that we handle them with 
“unwashed hands,” as it were.  We 
who handle these holy things 
must take care lest we become 
so accustomed to dissecting and 
parsing in order to extract hidden 
kernels of Truth that we begin to see 
God’s Word solely from an academic 
viewpoint and miss the impact God 
intends it to have on our hearts.  This 
is the danger of familiarity, for when 
this happens we may lose our awe 
of God. Sometimes we just need to 
read the Bible and let God speak to 
our hearts. Read Psalm 145, dear 
reader, and as you do so, listen for 
the awe of God as expressed by the 
psalmist.

One of the problems 
of familiarity occurs 
when we stop 
seeing God in His 
Creation. The awe is 
gone when we stop 
appreciating the Creator.  I live in the 
Sandhills of western Nebraska, and 
I teach in the Black Hills of South 
Dakota. When I first came to these 

regions, I marveled at the beauty of 
God’s creation; but as time passed 
and the views became familiar, my 
awe ceased to be as awesome.  The 
danger is that when we become so 
familiar with what God has done 
around us in declaring Himself by 
His creation, we become dull to 
what He wants to do in us.

Another danger of familiarity is 
when we stop seeing God in His 
Word. In Jeremiah 2:1-13, God 
wants His people to define their 
relationship with Him. He asks what 
has changed since the relationship 
was new. The nation had gone from 
holiness (vs 3) to haplessness (vs 
13) because they that “handled the 
Word of the Law knew Me not.” 
In New Testament times, when the 
Magi came to Jerusalem seeking the 

One born King of 
the Jews, the priests 
knew what the 
Scripture said but 
were not influenced 
enough to travel the 

scant three miles to Bethlehem to 
see that which had come to pass!

When you “find God” in the Word, 

how does it affect you? Has your 
Bible reading become so mechanical 
that you miss His still small voice? 
Has it become so academic that 
His Word is reduced to homiletical 
distinctions and you miss His heart?  
Has Truth become more clinical 
than cleansing, convicting, and 
comforting? Has time spent in His 
Word become merely an activity? 
It is not that we do not know; it is 
that we know only too well, so that 
we take liberties in our relationship 
with God. This results in failure to 
treat sin as sinful, condoning that 
which He condemns.

Bob Townsend 

One of the problems of 

familiarity occurs when we 

stop seeing God in 

His Creation.
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A further problem 
with familiarity is 
that we grow so 
accustomed to God’s 
blessings that there 
is a danger of losing 
the awe of God and substituting an 
awe of ourselves! If we are not living 
to please God, there is no alternative 
but living to please ourselves. This 
occurs when worship becomes self-
motivated, self-centered, and self-
satisfying. A.W. Tozer lamented the 
danger of worship becoming more 
of a reflection of the world around 
us rather than the Christ within 
us. When we lose our awe in our 
giving, praying, and serving, we 
will focus not on what we can do 
for God, but on what He can do for 
us. Then when we do not get from 
God what we want from Him, we 
question His love and His ability. 
Our relationship with Him becomes 
getting instead of worshiping, ritual 
instead of relationship. 

In order to reclaim the awe of Who 
God is, it helps to reflect on the 
purpose of the Sabbath. In Mark 
2:27, Jesus said that “the Sabbath 
was made for man, and not man 
for the Sabbath” (KJV).  God gave 
the Sabbath to the Jews as a reward 
from labor, a time to rest and reflect 
on Who God is, so they would not 
lose their awe of Him! 

Reclaiming the awe of God will put 

In Context is designed to encourage our readers to take a closer look at 
important biblical themes. Your suggestions for articles are welcome.  

This newsletter is from Cornerstone Bible Institute, 27317 Wind Cave 
Road, P.O. Box 1158, Hot Springs, SD 57747; (605) 745-6878.

Cornerstone Bible Institute Board of Directors: Bill Baxter, Dan 
Driesenga, Steve DeFord, Steve Johnson, Jon LeBar, Matt Parker, and 
Richard Stepanek.

Veterans Approval Statement
Cornerstone Bible Institute is approved by the South Dakota State Ap-
proval Agency for training veterans and other eligible persons under 
Veteran Administration provisions.  Some dependents of veterans and 
some survivors of deceased veterans, as well as veterans themselves, may 
qualify for VA educational assistance. This program considers Corner-
stone in the NCD (non-college degree) programs, and therefore, works 
with us on the same basis as a vocational school.

For further information contact our Registrar, Owen Cornelius.

Josiah – sound technician and web assistant

Joan Godsell – dining hall supervisor at work

Britanie Summers – in dining hall
 during coffee break

our theology in its 
proper perspective. 
It will cause us to see 
our church programs 
in a proper light. It 
will make us view 

our priorities and our worship in a 
different manner. It takes time to be 
holy, sanctified, and set apart from 
this world if we are to be set apart to 
God. This time is not only well spent 
but necessary! Reclaim the awe and 
make God awesome again!  §

Another danger of familiarity 

is when we stop seeing God in 

His Word.

It is not that we do not know; 

it is that we know only too 

well, so that we take liberties 

in our relationship with God.

Joan and Mike Godsell
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Alumni News 
Matt & Liz Tramp

Matt and Liz Tramp are living in Hot Springs, South Dakota.  They have been married 
for almost five years.  Liz says, “We have been blessed with Amos, who is turning three this 
April.”  

They attend Calvary Baptist Church, where they have learned and grown.  At Calvary, 
the Tramps have been able to utilize what they learned at Cornerstone.  Matt is a deacon, 
and Liz is teaching Little Lambs, children’s church.  Together they are leading/teaching 
the youth group, as well as helping out with music on Sunday mornings. 

Liz is working for Hot Springs Ambulance Service and in the church office. Matt is 
working for Custer County Sheriff’s Office.  His duties include being the school resource 
officer and the DARE instructor (Drug Abuse Resistance Educator) for fifth graders in the 
public school.  Matt also teaches active-shooter response, a nationwide program aimed at equipping citizens to respond effectively and 
efficiently in an active shooter incident.  He has taught this in schools, churches, and businesses.  Along with these duties, Matt takes care 
of all the juvenile cases for the county.  

The Tramps were recently certified as foster parents.  Liz shares, “We have been able to love on some kiddos already.”  When they have free 
time, they love to spend it in the beautiful Black Hills hiking and camping.  They also enjoy hosting people in their home.  §  

Matt, Liz, and Amos Tramp

“The question is not how much of my 
money I give to God, but rather how much 

of God’s money I keep for myself ”.
R.G. LeTourneau

Ruth Haynie and Marilyn Cornelius 
on a very cold snow day

Joshua Summers – leading chapel

Mrs. Charles with CBI Singers during practice
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Alumni News

Ben and Arminda (Brock) (F14-S15) Haumesser

Arminda and Ben Haumesser were married on February 2, 2019, after a short, six-week engagement.  
They are living near Springfield, Missouri.  Arminda says, “We are enjoying settling into married life as 
a couple.”

Ben has been involved serving on the church security team.  Arminda has been busy unpacking and 
making their house a home.  They both enjoy taking walks in their neighborhood, doing everyday 
things such as grocery shopping, and watching sunsets from their back door.

Ezra and Leah (Kunnari) (F08-S09) Weikert

Ezra and Leah Weikert live in Sioux Center, Iowa.  Ezra works for the city of Sioux Center 
as a lineman.  Leah is a stay-at-home mom.  They have two little girls: Malia (9 months) 
and Elexa (two and a half years).  

The Weikerts are very involved in their church. Ezra does youth ministry and teaches 
Sunday school.  Leah helps in the nursery and is involved with a newly starting Spanish 
church within their church.

During the summer months the family loves to be active outdoors.  They enjoy their girls 
and do fun adventures with them.  Twice a week Leah and the girls go to the community 
indoor pool to swim.   Ezra enjoys playing hockey.   This past January the Weikerts enjoyed 
a family reunion in Florida.

Leah shares, “Something I grew in while at CBI, that is still very helpful for me, is walking by 
faith in all areas of my life and trusting the Lord in all the details.”

Philip (2012), & Stephanie Johnson 

Philip and Stephanie Johnson live in Kansas City, where Philip works for a janitorial supply 
company and Stephanie works as a branch manager at a bank. Philip graduated from 
Calvary University.  He met Stephanie at the school, and they were married in 2016.  They 
are excited to be welcoming a baby girl this coming May.

The Johnsons are both heavily involved in their church, where Philip is a deacon and a 
pastoral intern. Their main ministry is through Philip’s internship, youth group, and small 
group ministries, but they try to serve in any way that they can. Philip says, “I personally 
use a lot of what I learned at Cornerstone, because what Cornerstone did for me was to immerse 
me in the Word of God and equip me with tools to be able to use it in ministry. It is through my 
time at Cornerstone that God gave me a love for the gospel and for God’s people and a desire to 
serve in the church.”  §    

Ben & Arminda Haumesser

Ezra & Leah Weikert

Philip & Stephanie Johnson
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Return Service Requested

Planning Ahead for 
the August 2019 

Semester

Aug. 16 - Dorm students 
need to arrive by 10:00 PM

Aug. 17-Registration/
orientation 

begins at 8:00 AM

Aug. 19-First day of classes

Missionary Update 
Stephen (2011), Amber Clement

Stephen Clement graduated from Cornerstone in 2011 and went on to study at the New 
Tribes Mission training center, where he met Amber.  They were married December 22, 
2012, and now have two children.  Isaque is three, and Laila is a year and a half.  Number 
three is due this March.

The Clements serve in Brazil under Ethnos360, formerly called New Tribes Mission.  They live and work on the mission base in Amazon 
State.  Their ministry is to serve the tribal missionaries.  When the missionaries come out of the tribe, they stay at the base.  Amber prepares 
the guest rooms, feeds the missionaries, and cleans the rooms after they leave.  Stephen runs errands for the tribal missionaries while they 
are in the tribe.  His work includes making doctor appointments for the missionaries, buying supplies for them, and paying bills for them.  
He also handles the upkeep on the property.  

Both Stephen and Amber teach Bible studies to the tribal people who have moved from their tribe into the city.  Amber teaches a group of 
about eight ladies.  Stephen teaches the youth.

The family enjoys swimming.  Because they are right on the river, they are able to swim almost every day.  They also like Brazilian food.  
Stephen says, “They have good restaurants in Brazil, and we like to eat out.”  They also really enjoy spending their time with their co-
workers and Brazilian friends.

Just now the Clements are on furlough. They came back to the States December 20, 2018, and will return to Brazil after Christmas 2019.  If 
you would like to have them share in your church, you may contact them at Stephen_clement@ntm.org or Amber_clement@ntm.org.  §

Stephen & Amber Clement & family


