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A Word From Our President 
by Howard Friesen

President Howard Friesen with his wife Kay

As I am writing, our fall semester is coming 
to an end.  We as faculty and staff have 
enjoyed the privilege of instructing our 
students in the truths of God’s Word.  It 
is during this time of year that I personally 
reflect on the fulfillment of God’s promise 
to send the Messiah, the Deliverer, the One 
who would provide for man’s redemption.  
The fulfillment of past promises gives us the 
assurance that present and future promises 
will also be fulfilled.  

The promise found in Philippians 4:19 that 
God will supply all our need applies to CBI’s 
need for personnel.  We are trusting God 
for a new President for the coming school 
year.  We also need a food-services manager.  
If you know of someone who has a desire 

to serve the Lord in these ministries, has 
experience in ministry and service, and is 
willing to trust God for financial support, 
please contact me here at CBI for more 
information.

We have seen God bring a new couple, 
Mike and Joan Godsell.  Mike will begin 
teaching for the spring semester of 2018.  
We are also expecting the arrival of Dan 
and Jill Driesenga sometime this spring.  
They will be involved in bookkeeping and 
maintenance, plus other areas of ministry 
yet to be confirmed.  

We serve a great and awesome God.  This 
is His ministry, and we can trust Him to 
supply our every need.  §
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Missionary Updates

James & Lyndsay Ellis and Esther Clement

In late December James Ellis was attacked on the road to Moyo Uganda, and left for 
dead.  A taxi driver took him to the hospital in Kampala.  He had a concussion, lost 
his short-term memory, sustained a ruptured ear drum, is having seizures, headaches, 
blurry and double vision, and keeps fainting.  The good news is that he is beginning 
to regain his memory.  Please pray for a full recovery.

As soon as James was stable, he and his family returned to the States for further 
medical care at the VA hospital in St. Paul, Minnesota.  Pray for Lyndsay as many 
responsibilities fall on her at this time.  Pray also for their sons Caleb, Joshua, and 
Elijah as they adjust to America again after being gone for so long.  Their second son, 
Joshua, broke his toe in mid-January. Pray for it to heal properly.  An additional prayer 
request is for the men that James has been teaching to be able to continue to teach 
what they have learned to others.

Esther Clement came home for Christmas and attended a trauma seminar in January.  
The purpose of going to the seminar was not only to help her with the trauma of war, 
but also to be able to help those to whom she ministers.  Pray for Esther to know how 
to plan for the immediate future.  The Ellises will not be returning to Uganda until 
James is medically able.  Esther will not return without them. 

“In God’s sight there are 
no little people and 

no little places.”
Francis Schaffer

September 2017 Freshmen Class (back) Joshua 
Summers, Joel Parker, Josiah Huntington, 
Nathan Sneed, Paul Courtney (front) Lilia 
Kastner, Rachel Gunter, Elizabeth Keifer, 

Vanessa Olson

Alumni News - Kevin (1994), Carla Dawson

Kevin Dawson graduated from Cornerstone in 1994.  He transferred into CBI as a senior the 
first year of the school.  In 1996, God opened the door for Kevin to work with Teen Challenge, 
a boarding school for twelve-to-eighteen-year-old kids with “life-controlling” problems.  Later he 
worked in other jobs for a while as he prayed for direction and saved some money.  Kevin says, 
“Although the path my life has taken has not been one of vocational ministry or career, it has been one 
of a heart seeking obedience to the will of God.”

Kevin met Carla in the spring of 2006, and they were married November 1, 2007, so Kevin 
and Carla have just celebrated their tenth anniversary.   The Dawsons live in Summerset, South 
Dakota, and work in nearby Rapid City.  They attend Liberty Baptist Tabernacle and have been 
serving the Lord through their lives and jobs. 
 
After Kevin’s mother had heart surgery in 2008, Kevin and Carla moved back in with her in order to assist her.  Just after Thanksgiving 
in 2011, God took Kevin’s mom home to glory.  

In 2015, God allowed Kevin to begin working with persons with developmental disabilities, in a facility called Black Hills Works, before 
moving him on to an assisted living facility called Somerset Courts.  Carla continues to work with Black Hills Works as a direct-support 
professional in a group-home setting.  This involves working with developmentally disabled adults.  

Kevin dreams of one day serving in “a group-home facility that assists youth to center their dreams, goals, and desires around Christ and Christ 
alone.”  In the meantime, Kevin shares, “I want to focus more on Christ than career.”   

Kevin & Carla Dawson
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Alumni News

Marshall and Joy (Coon) (2017) Zweygardt

Joy Coon married Marshall Zweygardt on June 9, 2017, in Laird, Colorado.  Joy and Marshall 
met at a mutual friend’s house just before Joy’s junior year at CBI.  They were both helping with 
work on a new youth-ranch ministry.  The Zweygardts are active members of the church Joy’s 
dad pastors in St. Francis, Kansas.  Marshall leads singing and opening exercises on Sunday.  Joy 
teaches a children’s Sunday school class and helps with various church functions.  Both Marshall 
and Joy assist with other church programs.  

Joy has written a novel entitled As Silver is Refined.  It is published by Xulon Press. 

The Zweygardts are expecting an addition to their family.  Their baby will arrive sometime in 
March.  

Dave and Becky (Stout) (2000) Brown

Dave and Becky Brown just recently moved from Hot Springs, South Dakota, to Athens, 
Georgia.  They live in a nice, quiet neighborhood and have wonderful neighbors.  Dave and 
Becky moved into a home that had some major problems, so they spend most of their free time 
and energy fixing up their home. When they are able, they like to walk their dogs, have people 
over for dinner, and practice music.

Dave continues to work for the Veteran’s Administration as Clinical Applications Manager for 
the southeast network.  He oversees the employees that coordinate how the digital medical 
records system works with providers.  He works from his home office but also goes into the 
facilities as needed.  Becky works in home health as a caregiver for the elderly.  Her job is full of 
variety as she goes into homes.  She may assist residents with recovery from surgery.  She may get 
them up and ready for the day, do housework, prepare meals, or accompany the fall-risk clients 
on walks.  Becky not only interacts with her patients, but frequently with their family members.   

As a companion who is with them during difficult times, she constantly prays for opportunities to share Christ.

The Browns are attending a small church in Winterville, Georgia.  They are becoming more involved with music and with an outreach 
ministry that keeps track of all the new people and reaches out to them.  

Rebekah (2011) Parker

Rebekah graduated from CBI in 2011. Subsequently, the Lord led Rebekah to Kansas City, Missouri, to 
attend Calvary Bible College (now Calvary University) and to complete her Bachelor of Science degree in 
Biblical Studies.  While there, she was able to be a part of the on-campus ministry with students and staff. 
Eventually Rebekah began working full time in the admissions office at Calvary, and she completed her 
Master’s degree in Organizational Development.  She says, “I was blessed to be a part of a wonderful church 
family and serve in children’s ministry, music, and short-term mission trips to Croatia.”  This past summer 
Bekah moved back to her hometown of Harrison, Nebraska, and is currently working full time as the high 
school custodian.  Rebekah shares, “It has been a joy to be closer to my family, serve in my local church, and 
watch God provide in this current season of life.  I am reminded of God’s faithful leading in my life and know 
that He is working all things according to His purpose and glory.  Following God is an adventure!”  §

Marshall & Joy Zweygardt

Rebekah Parker

Dave & Becky Brown
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InContext
Cornerstone BIBle InstItute

By: Steve DeFord

A Christian Response to Culture in 2018
Part I: Persecution, a Reasonable Expectation
Since September 11, 2001, we have seen a 
rapid change of attitude in our American 
culture toward Christianity. Some would 
say the trend began much earlier; others 
would say it began with the last adminis-
tration. Most of us mark the beginning of 
the change with the time frame in which 
we began to grow uncomfortable with how 
our culture views us. Undeniably, we are 
seeing a cultural shake up in America. This 
really is nothing new. The truth is that the 
enmity between the Seed of the woman 
and the seed of Satan began in the Garden 
of Eden. Jesus, who is the Seed of the 
woman, declared, “If you were of the world, 
the world would love its own. Yet because you 
are not of the world, but I have chosen you out 
of the world, therefore the world hates you” 
(John 15:19). The world’s enmity toward 
Christ is extended to the church, the body 
of Christ. 

International Christian Concern (ICC) 
put the USA on their religious freedom 
“Hall of Shame” list for the first time in 
2016. They report, “Christians in the US 
are facing constant attacks in the media, 
while they are portrayed as bigoted, racist, 
sexist, and close minded.” Their report also 
states, “The First Liberty Institute reports that 
attacks on religion doubled between 2012 
and 2015.” 1  Such attacks are delineated in 
another source by the following examples: 
The Mayor of Houston subpoenaed the 
sermons of five protestant ministers to see 
if their words about sexuality ran afoul of a 
new city ordinance.  In 2015 a high school 
football coach in Washington State was 
suspended for kneeling to say a prayer at the 
end of a game.  A Christian daycare worker 
was fired for not addressing a six-year-old 

boy as a girl.  A teacher in New Jersey was 
fired for giving a curious student a Bible. 2 

If you follow the news at all, you know that 
Christian bakers, florists, and photogra-
phers are being fined, taken to court, and, 
in some cases, having their businesses shut 
down because they will not provide their 
services for same sex weddings. 

Historically in America, Christianity has 
enjoyed a level of popularity not common 
in any other time or place in history. I 
remember when I was in the second grade 
in the 1960s being scolded by my teacher 
when I attempted, in a childlike fashion, 
to witness to another student. “We are all 
Christians,” she declared; “we are Americans.” 
So was the thought across America at that 
time, but not anymore. Today every effort 
is being made to hush the influence of 
Christianity on our society. Diversity is in, 
and absolutes are out.  Authority is rejected, 
and free thought is celebrated. Truth is not 
valued, but a lie that supports the cause is 
esteemed a treasure. 

In American culture today, Christians 
are without doubt marginalized, and our 
worldview is barely tolerated in the public 
sector if it is tolerated at all. But is this 
persecution as some would assert? Our 
church has recently enjoyed the fellowship 
of a young believer from China who is 
studying for the ministry. In his homeland 
Christians face almost daily the potential of 
detainment or imprisonment.  He might not 

consider the resistance we experience 
to be persecution. How we must thank 
God for our freedoms! At best, what we 
experience in America could be called 
soft persecution or intolerance - a strange 
thought considering that those who oppose 
us label us “intolerant.” Yet the church in 
our homeland is growing unsettled in this 
environment, and some are even expressing 
fear, especially with the backdrop of the 
recent church shooting in Texas. 

In a way, we cannot help it if we fear. To fear 
is human. We do well to consider the words 
of Paul to Timothy, the timid. “For God has 
not given us a spirit of fear, but of power and 
of love and of a sound mind” (2 Timothy. 
1:7).    The problem with fear is that it 
leads us to compromise our testimony of 
the grace of God at work within us. Paul’s 
words to Timothy continue in verse 8: 
“Therefore do not be ashamed of the testimony 
of our Lord, nor of me His prisoner, but 
share with me in the sufferings for the gospel 
according to the power of God.…” When 

Steve DeFord, 
Chairman of CBI Board of Directors

“Today every effort is being made to 

hush the influence of Christianity 

on our society.”
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Cornerstone BIBle InstItute we face persecution, the power of God is 
present with us through His indwelling 
Spirit. We need not fear what man can do 
to us. Reading the above Scripture in its 
context will bring much encouragement. 
1Peter 4:12-14 also tells of the blessing of 
being a partaker of Christ’s suffering.

In the first paragraph of this article, I spoke 
of the seed of Satan and of the Seed of 
the woman as addressed in Genesis 3:15. 
God said He put enmity between these 
two entities. We know that the Seed of 
the woman is Jesus Christ, but who is the 
seed of Satan? In John chapter 8, Jesus is 
having a dialog with the Pharisees, a dialog 
that escalated in verse 59 to their taking up 
stones to stone Him. Previously, in verse 
44, Jesus declared, “You are of your Father 
the devil, and the desires of your father you 
want to do. He was a murderer from the 
beginning, and does not stand in the truth, 
because there is no truth in him. When he 
speaks a lie, he speaks from his own resources, 
for he is a liar and the father of it.” Jesus 
said, “I am the way, the truth, and the life.” 
To put it simply, all who reject the truth 
are of the seed of Satan. Those who believe 
“the lie” are in Satan’s kingdom. Jesus is 
the Seed of the woman, but according to 
Galatians 4:4-6 we, too, are sons of God 
by adoption. The enmity that Satan has for 
the Seed of the woman is directed toward 
all who are in Christ. Persecution of the 
church is normal and has been throughout 
the entire church age. We just are not used 
to it in the United States. 

A study of the history of the United States 
reveals many men and women who feared 
the Lord. Though not all were saved 
according to the true gospel of Christ, 
there was a consensus of high regard for 
the truth and for the authority of Almighty 
God. As a result, Christianity has existed in 
freedom throughout most of our history. 
However, little by little the church’s 
influence diminished, and the lie became 
more and more acceptable in our society.  
Satan introduced the lie in the Garden of 
Eden, and it has been around ever since. 
Satan, also called Lucifer, is the father of 
the lie. We read about this in Isaiah 14:13, 
14: “For you have said in your heart: I will 

In Context is designed to encourage our readers to take a closer look at 
important biblical themes. Your suggestions for articles are welcome.  

This newsletter is from Cornerstone Bible Institute, 27317 Wind Cave 
Road, P.O. Box 1158, Hot Springs, SD 57747; (605) 745-6878.

Cornerstone Bible Institute Board of Directors: Bill Baxter, Bob 
Courtney, Steve DeFord, Howard Friesen, Steve Johnson, Jon LeBar, 
Matt Parker, and Richard Stepanek.

Veterans Approval Statement
Cornerstone Bible Institute is approved by the South Dakota State Ap-
proval Agency for training veterans and other eligible persons under 
Veteran Administration provisions.  Some dependents of veterans and 
some survivors of deceased veterans, as well as veterans themselves, may 
qualify for VA educational assistance. This program considers Corner-
stone in the NCD (non-college degree) programs, and therefore, works 
with us on the same basis as a vocational school.

For further information contact our Registrar, Owen Cornelius.

ascend into heaven. I will exalt my throne 
above the stars of God; I will also sit on the 
mount of the congregation on the farthest sides 
of the north; I will ascend above the heights 
of the clouds, I will be like the Most High.”  
Satan desires a kingdom. That was his desire 
the day he rebelled against God and was 
cast out of heaven, and he has acquired 
a kingdom. Who is in Satan’s kingdom? 
This includes everyone who has not been 
“delivered from the power of darkness and 
conveyed into the kingdom of the Son of His 
(God’s) love” (Colossians 1:13).  In Adam we 
all start out under the “power of darkness” 
which is another expression of Satan’s 
kingdom.  

Cain and Abel are a classic example of the 
two kingdoms. Abel believed God and 
obtained righteousness through faith. Cain, 
on the other hand, did not believe. Cain 
hated his brother, who believed God and 
was accepted by God. Such enmity has 
existed from the beginning, just as God 
had said in Genesis 3:15. It is reasonable 
for the church to expect enmity from the 
world. But Jesus also left us with a promise 
in Matthew 28:20: “…and lo, I am with you 
always, even to the end of the age.”  §

1.  International Christian Concern. 
2016 Hall of Shame Report. 
2020 Pennsylvania Ave. NW #941, 
Washington DC 20006-1846, 2017:11.

2.  McKnight, Scot. 
“Are Christians in the USA Persecuted?”
March 23, 2017 <www.patheos.com>

3.  All Scriptures quoted are from the New King James 
Version.  

Personnel 
Needed

Philippians 4:13, “My God 
SHALL supply ALL our need.”

Cornerstone Bible Institute is in 
NEED of a President as of June 1st.

Please pray for God to burden the 
heart of the man of His choosing.

Pray for God to supply a Food-
Services Manager as well.

Contact Cornerstone for further 
information by phone:  605-745-6878 

or by e-mail: corbible@gwtc.net

2018 CBI Singers
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Missionary Updates

James (2012) Christensen 

James Christensen finished his pre-field orientation with Ethnos 360 (formerly New Tribes Mission) in 
June of 2017 and began raising support in September.  During his pre-field ministry, James came and spent 
a week at Cornerstone replacing the light fixtures in the dining hall.  He headed to Brazil in late December, 
2017.  James is serving at Puraquequara, a school for missionary kids.  Several of the staff families are 
currently on home assignment, so James is covering the high school Computer Applications class and 
a fifth-sixth grade reading class.   His main goal is to work in the technology department, assisting with 
network and computer needs.  This will include setting up hardware, trouble shooting computers, and 
giving instruction in computer use.  James shares, “The ‘high’-light of my work so far has been climbing the 
internet tower to replace a cable!”

Phil and Helaine DeMarte

Phil and Helaine DeMarte and their two little boys are now in Massy, France.  They have been 
in Les Cedres, a French language school, for over a month now. They will be studying there for 
a year.  As Phil and Helaine learn French, Callun and Hudson are in a French-speaking daycare.  
The DeMartes’ long term-goal is eventually to minister in Frejus, France.  Studying another 
language is one of the most difficult parts of missions, so please spend time in prayer for Phil 
and Helaine.

Arnie (2000), Ruby Johnson

Arnie Johnson, missionary to Mozambique with Ethnos 360, formerly known as New Tribes 
Mission, attended Cornerstone for all three years and graduated in 2000.  He later earned his 
Bachelor of Arts in Linguistic Studies through New Tribes Mission.  Arnie then studied the 
Portuguese language in Coimbra, Portugal.  

Arnie met his wife, Rubenita, on the mission field.  Their daughter Joanna Maria Santos Johnson, 
was born October 9, 2017, in Brazil, Rubenita’s home country.  They are currently waiting for 
Joanna’s visa before returning to Mozambique.  While in Brazil on maternity leave, Arnie has 
been involved in evangelism.  He has been working in rural areas where churches are being 
planted.  

The Johnsons’ coworkers are back in the village in Mozambique helping to get things in working order for Arnie and Ruby’s return.  
When they arrive, Arnie will be meeting with their coworkers. Together they need to finalize their reports on language and culture that 
will serve as a template during the process of translation and curriculum development.

Arnie and Rubenita like to spend time with their neighbors and friends, often while working in the garden or making and sharing food.  
Sometimes they just take time to visit.  They share that, in their spare time, “Arnie likes to try to make some furniture or bread, but neither 
ever turns out perfectly.  Rubenita likes to crochet and cook, and the results are much better.”  They try to do these things with friends and 
neighbors in order to open doors to discuss worldview and God’s Word.  §

James Christensen

Phil & Helaine DeMarte & boys

Arnie, Ruby, and Joanna Johnson
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Paul 
Courney
Paul Courtney is 
the son of Dr. Rob-
ert Courtney, our 
Greek and Hebrew 
teacher here at Cor-
nerstone.  He is 
the youngest of six 
children.  Paul says, 
“I have been blessed 

with wonderful older 
siblings who have helped me to grow in my faith, 
along with very godly, precious parents.”  Paul was 
born in Indiana but moved to Oklahoma in 
2011.  Three of his older siblings attended CBI, 
so Paul has had connections with the school and 
had resolved since eighth grade to attend CBI.

“I came to Cornerstone because I wanted to de-
velop a firm foundation for my faith,” shares 
Paul.  Although saved at a young age, Paul did 
not become serious about his faith until he was 
halfway through high school.  He admits, “I am 
still human, so naturally I still have my faults, but 
with the constant immersion in God’s Word and 
the body of believers around me here at Corner-
stone, I hope to iron out as many of these as God 
deems fit.  Perhaps the hardest lesson that I have 
had to learn here is that conformity to the image 
of His Son is a lifelong change, yet it is comforting 
because I know that I will never need to stop grow-
ing in my faith”.  

Currently a freshman, Paul plans to follow 
through with all three years and pursue CBI’s 
pastoral track.  He is participating in as many 
of the music programs as he can, and he will 
be going on tour with the CBI Singers in May.  
He does not yet know where God is calling him 
to minister but prays that he will be willing to 
follow God without hesitation.  Paul hopes that 
“what I learn in classes will become fused with my 
personal character, lifestyle, and habits, and that 
God will use my experiences here to bring me into 
a complete surrender to Him.”

Vanessa Olson
Vanessa Olson is a freshman from the faraway 
state of Nebraska. Her family farm is outside of 
Broken Bow.  She is the oldest of six girls, and 

Meet Our Students

Paul Courtney

she has two brothers as well.  Vanessa loves to 
sing.  She also plays violin, guitar, piano, and 
mandolin, and she is currently learning to play 
the banjo.   

“I am very thankful to my best friend Margaret 
Hajda for telling me about this school,” Vanessa 
says.  “The longer I am here at Cornerstone, the 
more thankful I am for my family and pastor who 
taught me about the Bible and have given me wis-
dom for everyday life. I came here to build on my 
biblical foundation and to deepen my relationship 
with God. I learned much last semester, and I am 
excited for this new semester and all God is going 
to teach me!” 

While at CBI, Vanessa has helped with several 
children’s ministries at nearby churches.  She is a 
faithful helper at the Hot Springs Bible Club for 
elementary-school-age children.  She is involved 
with the music ministry at the church she at-

tends.  As one of 
our CBI Singers, 
Vanessa will travel 
on choir tour this 
May.

Of her future plans, 
Vanessa says, “I 
desire to serve God 
wherever I can and 
find out where He 
wants me and how 
I should best use my 
talents and spiritual 
gifts for His glory.” 

Rachel Gunter
My name is Rachel Gunter, and the place I call 
home is Atascadero, California. I grew up in 
Fresno, California, and was raised in a Chris-
tian home. My mom remarried, and I have been 
blessed with a great stepfather and four younger 
siblings. I heard about Cornerstone Bible Insti-
tute from my brother, who attended his first year 
at Cornerstone last year. He spoke very highly 
of the staff and student body, and highly rec-
ommended that I consider attending. I am cur-
rently involved in the JAM ministry for young 
people at Harrison Bible Church in Harrison, 
Nebraska. I greatly enjoy working with Abi, 
Stephanie, Micah, and Nathan in teaching stu-
dents about Jesus Christ and encouraging them 

Vanessa Olson

to go deeper into the 
Word. I am learning 
much in my classes.  
One of my favorite 
classes from first se-
mester was Genesis. 
When I entered CBI, 
I still had the mind-
set that accounts in 
Genesis were sto-
ries, but taking an 
in-depth look at the 
Book of Beginnings 
was incredible.  I 
got to see how themes 
in Genesis worked throughout the entire Bible. 
So many times when reading the Bible, I have 
noticed things that I had not even considered in 
the past. I am excited to see what this semester 
brings and the ways in which God will work. 

Nathan Sneed
Nathan Sneed is a freshman at Cornerstone Bible 
Institute. He grew up in a Christian home and 
accepted Jesus as his Savior at the age of seven. 
Nathan has two older brothers, who have already 
attended Cornerstone, and two younger sisters. 
His church has been supporting Cornerstone for 
as long as he can remember. When it came time 
to choose a college, Cornerstone was at the top 
of the list. 

While at Cornerstone, Nathan has become in-
volved in several different ministries.  His favor-
ite is the Hot Springs Bible Club, a small chil-
dren’s ministry.  Nathan says, “I get to teach and 
spend time with some great kids.” 

Nathan intends to finish all three years at Cor-
nerstone.  He shares, 
“I want to get a strong 
Biblical foundation 
and skills that I know 
I will use for the rest 
of my life. From there, 
I trust God to guide 
and direct me into 
what He wants me to 
do.”  §  

Rachel Gunter

Nathan Sneed
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Return Service Requested

Maranatha =
Our Lord is 

Coming!                 

I Corinthians 16:22, 
Philippians 4:5, 

James 5:8-9  

Destination Cornerstone Bible Institute (DCBI) 

Have you visited Cornerstone yet? Come and stay for a weekend!

Theme for 2018: Pressing for the Prize (Philippians 3:14)
Who: Juniors, seniors, and high school graduates

When: Thursday, March 22, through Saturday, March 24, 2018
Cost: $25 for each participant

Please download the registration forms (Participant Form and/or Sponsor Form) 
at https://www.cornerstonebibleinstitute.com/campus-preview-dcbi and 

send to PO Box 1158, Hot Springs, South Dakota 57747-5158.

Parents and sponsors may attend free of charge. 
Meals will be provided for them, but they will need to make their own arrangements for accommodations. 

Please inform the office by filling out the registration form or by calling (605) 745-6878.


