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Commencement Invitation 
You are Invited!

May 2018 Graduates - 
(back) Nathan Lundgren, Joshua Fuller, Nathan Dykeman
(front) Megan Courtney, Lydia Huntington, Hannah Coon, 

Stephanie Fuller, Louisa Singer, Rebecca Jung

Join us in celebrating the twenty-fourth commencement of Cornerstone Bible 
Institute. It will be held at the Mueller Center in Hot Springs at 1 PM on May 5, 

2018.  Our speaker will be Cornerstone’s retiring President Howard Friesen.  

Founder’s Day is on Friday, May 4.  You are welcome to attend this time of 
spiritual nourishment.  Sessions are held at 8AM, 9:15 AM, and 11 AM.  Our 

speaker is going to be Matt Parker, pastor of the Harrison Bible Church in 
Harrison, Nebraska, and member of the CBI Board of Directors.  Matt has been 
with Cornerstone since the beginning as he came to CBI as a student in the fall 
of 1993.  Several of his children have also attended CBI.  If you are planning to 
join us for meals in the CBI dining hall, tickets need to be purchased from Mrs. 

Baxter in the CBI office.  You may call her at 605-745-6878.  §

Matt Parker
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A Word from the President               
By Howard Friesen

One of the greatest joys of our lives is hearing students express that God is at work in their lives, 
teaching them and growing them in their walk with Him.  This is one of the many joys that we will 
miss as we leave our ministry at CBI.  Our time at CBI has been a great blessing to us personally, as 
well as a challenge in our spiritual growth.   

In our time at CBI we have served a relatively small number of students by the world’s standards, 
while seeing God continue to bless.  We have had some of God’s choice young people to disciple 
for His service.  God knows the number of students to whom we are able to minister.  He knows 
our abilities and limitations.  This is no excuse for not working diligently to make known this great 
ministry.  I anticipate great things ahead for CBI.  We have new personnel already working.  Mike 
Godsell is meeting a great need in the classroom and with campus maintenance.  His wife Joan has worked this semester in the kitchen, 
compensating for the physical limitations Marsha has experienced.  Alicia Jung has been at work in the office, enabling us to update our 
website, produce some much needed operation manuals, and assist Joy Baxter with the scheduling of choir tour.  The Driesengas are 
planning to be here by the end of April or first part of May to take over the bookkeeping and business manager positions, plus other areas 
of ministry.  I say all that simply to say: God is at work concerning this HIS GREAT WORK.   

Our desire is to follow God’s plan for us.  We had been preparing to retire from CBI to care for Kay’s mother.  Kay’s mother celebrated 
her 94th birthday December 27th and entered into the presence of her Lord January 10th.  We have set too many things in motion to 
change our plan to retire and move to Moundridge, Kansas.  While we may not understand all that is happening, we are confident that 
this is the direction God is leading.   We do have the desire to continue in ministry as God directs.  This will include speaking at camps 
in the summer, possible teaching trips to Ukraine, and pulpit supply.  Pray with us as we transition into a different form of ministry.  Pray 
for us that we will be effective in our service for the Lord.  Thank you for allowing us to share our lives with you these past years.  §   

Howard Friesen

Book Review            
By Marsha Luko

Seeking Allah, Finding Jesus is one man’s testimony. When Nabeel Qureshi and David meet, Qureshi 
is a devout Muslim and David a devout Christian. Although David is interested in sharing Christ 
with Qureshi, he takes it slowly. He develops a friendship and lets questions come up naturally. He 
shares Christ by his life, and Qureshi responds. Qureshi, as a devout Muslim, sincerely wants to prove 
David wrong. 

I personally gained much insight into Muslim culture by reading this book. I had assumed all Muslims 
were alike, but there is actually much diversity in Islam.  Qureshi brings out the fact that there are 
many barriers to Muslims understanding Christians. It takes an “exceptional blend of love, humility, 
hospitality, and persistence to overcome those barriers, and not enough people make the effort.” The book 
takes you through Qureshi’s search for truth about Jesus. It takes years of patience on David’s part as he watches, and helps his friend 
struggle with questions regarding what he has been taught from infancy about Muhammad and the Quran. When Qureshi finally 
understands the truth about Jesus and Islam, he has to make a difficult choice.

Seeking Allah, Finding Jesus will help you gain understanding to help you share Jesus with Muslims with whom you may come in 
contact.  § 

Qureshi, Nabeel.  Seeking Allah, Finding Jesus.
 Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 2014,2016.
 ISBN: 9780310527237  -  Also available as an e-book – www.zondervan.com/ebooks

    

Marsha Luko
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Alumni News

Ben, Kyla (Boulter) Payne (F15-S16)

Ben and Kyla Payne were married on June 3, 2017, in Alto, Michigan, at Whitneyville Bible 
Church. They are living in Kansas City, Missouri, while Ben finishes his work to obtain his 
degree from Calvary University. He is majoring in pastoral studies but is also working for 
an electrician, learning on the job.  Kyla is working as a preschool teacher.   Kyla adds, “We 
have two little miniature Australian shepherd puppies that keep us on our toes.”

The Paynes are participating in the choir at their church.  Kyla volunteers as an article 
writer for 412 Teens which is an online organization where young people ask questions 
about the Bible and life. When asked about their future plans, Kyla shares, “We are not sure 
what God has for us, but are trusting Him to give us direction.”

Isaac (S12-F13), Anna (Scherbarth) (2015) Friesen

Kyle Howard Friesen was born to Isaac and Anna Friesen on January 12, 2018.  He weighed in at 
nine pounds and thirteen ounces.  His aunt Holly was home on furlough from Ukraine and was able 
to assist with the delivery.

The Friesens live right here in Hot Springs, South Dakota, and attend Calvary Baptist Church.  Isaac 
helps teach a Sunday school class of sixth to twelfth graders. They both help with the youth group 
and with the worship team.

Isaac works at Accouter Rental and Sales, which is a multifaceted job ranging from managing house 
rentals or fixing equipment to overseeing a new building project.  He is also a volunteer firefighter. 
Isaac enjoys dirt biking, shooting, and playing the guitar.  Anna’s job is taking care of Kyle.  When 
she has  time, she tries to learn some new artistic skills.  Right now she is working on water colors and 
hand lettering.  Anna also enjoys photography.

Austin (F12-S13), Hayley (Williamson) (S11-F12) Patten

Ben & Kyla Payne

The CBI Singers and Handbell 
Choir will tour the Northwest 

May 2018.  They will be in 
Montana, Idaho, Washington, 

and Oregon. 

Currently they are ministering 
on weekends in churches near 

CBI. 

Check cornerstonebiblein-
stitute.com for the dates and 
times. Later in April the tour 
itinerary will also be on the 

website.  If you have questions, 
call Joy Baxter at 
605-745-6878.

Isaac & Anna & Kyle Friesen

Austin and Hayley Patten live in Los 
Alamos, New Mexico.  Austin is an 
electrical engineer at Los Alamos National 
Lab.  He keeps the power supplies running 
for the linear accelerator there.  Hayley stays 
at home with William, who is almost two 
years old.  

The Pattens were married in May 2013 at 
Mulvane Christian Church in Kansas.  They 
enjoy hiking as a family.  Hayley and William 
go to mom’s groups, the YMCA, library story times, the local nature center, and other toddler 
activities around town.  §

Austin & Hayley & William Patten 
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InContext
Cornerstone BIBle InstItute

By: Steve DeFord

A Christian Response to Culture in 2018
Part II:  Shining as Lights in the World
     In part one of this article, we established 
that persecution is a reasonable expectation 
for the true Church, the body of Christ. 
Jesus said, “…I have chosen you out of the 
world, therefore the world hates you” (John 
15:19b). The Apostles, who were the human 
backbone of the New Testament Church, 
did not disappoint Jesus’ prediction. The 
Apostle John may have been the only one 
who did not die a martyr’s death. Peter told 
the pilgrims of the Dispersion to “rejoice 
to the extent that you partake of Christ’s 
sufferings, that when His glory is revealed, you 
may also be glad with exceeding joy. If you are 
reproached for the name of Christ, blessed are 
you, for the Spirit of glory and of God rests 
upon you. On their part He is blasphemed, 
but on your part He is glorified” (1Peter 4:13, 
14). The kingdom of darkness clearly drives 
the thought of our culture in 2018, and we 
are here to shine in the darkness. 

     We need to know 
a little bit about how 
the world thinks 
today if we are going 
to effectively reach 
them for Christ. 
About twenty years ago, I was attending an 
orientation session for judges at a local Lin-
coln-Douglas debate meet that was hosted 
by our local public school. I believe they 
were nervous about the Baptist preacher 
judging a debate on a moral topic. The 
person who led the orientation session 
kept going over the concept that everyone’s 
values are equal and that we must think 
that way, or our bias will cloud our ability 
to judge the debate fairly. 

     Everyone’s values are equal. Educators have 

preached that for decades now, and society 
is reaping the outcome of that premise. 
It sounds like a very tolerant approach to 
differences, but it plays itself out in raw 
intolerance. The statement underlined 
above leaves no room for any input outside 
of man’s values. All values are welcome as 
long as they do not exceed the parameters of 
humanism. Nothing is welcome that comes 
from any source claiming absolute truth or 
authority outside of ourselves, such as God 
or the Bible. They have no problem with 
someone whose values dictate that they are 
heterosexual. But if you assert that value 
as God’s design for the human race, then 
they reject your view as intolerable. You are 
applying an authority that has no place in 
our culture. Our world has rejected God’s 
authority. 

     The time is past to confront people 
simply with their sin. 
We must introduce 
them to the God who 
created heaven and 
earth. They must be 
confronted (in love) 
with the absolute 

existence of the One who made them in 
His image. Most of us, when we present the 
gospel, first establish that “all have sinned.” 
We call this the bad news of the gospel. If 
the one listening to our presentation of the 
gospel has rejected all authority outside 
of himself, then he is not going to be too 
concerned about sin as defined by a God that 
he doubts actually exists. This generation, 
like that of the Israelites in Egypt, does not 
know the God of their 
fathers. Moses faced a 
dilemma when God 

asked him to lead the children of Israel out 
of Egypt; when I tell them, “The God of 
your fathers has sent me to you, and they say 
to me, ‘What is His name?’ what shall I say to 
them?” (Ex. 3:13b).  God responded, “I AM 
WHO I AM.” Tell them, “I AM has sent me 
to you.” Who is the “I AM”? He is the self-
existent One who always was, always is, and 
always will be, the faithful and dependable 
God. Over the next forty-plus years, God 
revealed Himself to His people Israel in 
some very dramatic ways as they wandered 
in the wilderness. Those who later crossed 
the Jordan with Joshua demonstrated that 
they feared the LORD their God. The 
priests who bore the Ark of the Covenant 
showed that they believed God when they 
walked out into the waters of the Jordan, 
and the people crossed on dry land.  
“Without faith it is impossible to please Him, 
for he who comes to God must believe that He 

is, and that He is the 
rewarder of those who 
diligently seek Him” 
(Hebrews 11:6). 

Steve DeFord

“The kingdom of darkness clearly 

drives the thought of our culture in 

2018, and we are here to shine in 

the darkness.”

“Our world has rejected 

God’s authority.”
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Cornerstone BIBle InstItute     When Jesus departed from this earth, 
He sent His Holy Spirit to “convict the 
world of sin, and of righteousness, and of 
judgment” (John 16:7, 8). The Holy Spirit 
draws people to Himself, but He still uses 
the believer. We must spend time with 
unbelievers, building relationships with 
them. They need to witness the reality of a 
life reconciled to God and regenerated by 
the Holy Spirit. The testimony of the Grace 
of God at work in the life of the believer is 
a powerful testimony to the reality of the 
God of creation. God’s authority is revealed 
when His children live in obedience to His 
Word. Do not buy into the notion that 
we must be like the world to reach them 
for Christ. “If any man be in Christ, He is 
a new creation.” Like original creation, it 
is the new creation that shouts, “God is 
real!” The Church is the Body of Christ, 
the vehicle through which Christ’s Person 
is expressed. We give visible reality to His 
existence.

     I thank God for the ministries that are 
emphasizing creation truth. A fundamental 
truth when establishing God’s authority is 
the fact that He created the universe in six 
literal days and that He made man in His 
own image. He is the supreme authority 
by virtue of His role as Creator. Do not 
be ashamed to talk about the first eleven 
chapters of Genesis. It is the true account 
of the world’s origin, and the Holy Spirit 
will use it to convict the lost of the truth. 
Learn to be an apologist. It is a skill set 
that is very valuable 
in reaching our world 
in 2018.

     I stated earlier 
that our world has 
rejected all authority 
outside of themselves. 
Actually, that is only philosophically. They 
are all following some authority. It might 
be Oprah, or Burney Sanders, Antifa, or 
Black Lives Matter, a college professor, or 
some other champion of their ideology. 
They all follow someone, even though 
they may not fully understand where that 
someone is taking them. Ultimately, the 
god of this age is the authority they serve, 
for he is the father of all who oppose the 

In Context is designed to encourage our readers to take a closer look at 
important biblical themes. Your suggestions for articles are welcome.  

This newsletter is from Cornerstone Bible Institute, 27317 Wind Cave 
Road, P.O. Box 1158, Hot Springs, SD 57747; (605) 745-6878.

Cornerstone Bible Institute Board of Directors: Bill Baxter, Bob 
Courtney, Steve DeFord, Howard Friesen, Steve Johnson, Jon LeBar, 
Matt Parker, and Richard Stepanek.

Veterans Approval Statement
Cornerstone Bible Institute is approved by the South Dakota State Ap-
proval Agency for training veterans and other eligible persons under 
Veteran Administration provisions.  Some dependents of veterans and 
some survivors of deceased veterans, as well as veterans themselves, may 
qualify for VA educational assistance. This program considers Corner-
stone in the NCD (non-college degree) programs, and therefore, works 
with us on the same basis as a vocational school.

For further information contact our Registrar, Owen Cornelius.

truth. Satan is a cruel taskmaster, under 
whom they cannot find rest for their soul. 
Have you observed how rapidly the rules 
for political correctness change? Can you 
imagine the burden of trying to keep up 
with it? We must have compassion for our 
world. They need Jesus. We need to tell 
them about the one authority whose yoke is 
easy and burden is light; the One who offers 
rest for the soul (John 11:28-30). 

     God never changes, and His Word does 
not change. He is righteous, holy, and 
just. Just over 3500 years ago, God gave 
His law. It defines righteousness and does 
not change. We offer to the world a stable 
alternative to their very fickle authority. 
Yes, the law condemns, and no one is able 
to keep the law or achieve God’s righteous 
standard. In fact, sin has separated us from 
our Creator, the one true authority over all 
creation. It is God Himself who has initiated 
reconciliation and provided righteousness 
which is by faith. “Now all things are of God, 
who has reconciled us to Himself through Jesus 
Christ, and has given us the ministry of rec-
onciliation, that is, that God was in Christ 
reconciling the world to Himself, not imputing 
their trespasses to them, and has committed to 
us the word of reconciliation. Now then, we 
are ambassadors for Christ, as though God 
were pleading through us; we implore you 
on Christ’s behalf, be reconciled to God. For 
He made Him who knew no sin to be sin for 
us, that we might become the righteousness of 
God in Him” (2 Corinthians 5:18-21). This 

is the ministry we are 
called to - reconciling 
the world to the only 
Authority they were 
ever intended to 
serve. 

     I want to conclude 
with this thought. The Word of God is the 
sword of the Spirit. The Word itself is living 
and powerful. In the spirit of the prophets, 
we must return to “Thus saith the Lord.” 
Such assertion of God’s authority is not 
popular in our culture, but it is what man 
needs to hear. God will honor His Word, 
and the Holy Spirit will convict the soul in 
need. God’s Word is intended for the ears 
of all mankind, and it needs to be spoken 

Maintenance 
Minutes

The newly appointed Director of 
Maintenance is Mike Godsell.  Recently 
air purifiers were installed in the dorms, 
a bathroom was remodeled in one of the 
campus apartments, and a facilities-and-
operations manual for the maintenance 

department was put together.  The rope on 
the flagpole has also been replaced and new 

shades put up in the chapel.

There are plans to finish an office for 
another staff person this summer, paint 
another office, and redo the carpets on 
the west stairwell in the administration 

building.  There are two major areas that 
will need to be addressed sometime in the 
future.  The first is improving the parking 
lot by getting rid of “the lake” out in front 
of the administration building that comes 
with rain and melting snow.  The second is 
to deal with the ice buildup problem that 
forms at the doors leading into the dining 

hall.   

“This is the ministry we are called to 

– reconciling the world to the only 

Authority they were ever intended 

to serve.”

in the political and public sector as well 
as in the church.  To be silent is to fail to 
confront the world in its need. As Paul told 
Timothy, “Preach the Word!” In so doing, 
the power of the Holy Spirit is unleashed 
on the heart of man.  §
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Hannah Coon
I am from Bird 
City, Kansas.  This 
is my fifth year at 
Cornerstone, and I 
will be graduating 
this May!  God has 
taught me many 
things at CBI, one 
of which is always 
to seek first what 
God wants for me 
in my life.  When 
I am seeking God, 
He will take care of 
everything else.  Matthew 6:33 says, “But seek 
ye first the kingdom of God and his righteousness; 
and all these things shall be added unto you.”  
Secondly, I have learned that I must be patient 
and persevere in tasks God has given me and 
always do my best.  Philippians 2:13 says, 
“For it is God which worketh in you both to will 
and to do of His good pleasure.”  I have greatly 
enjoyed my time at CBI and the many good 
friends I have made.  I am looking forward 
to seeing what God has in store for me next. 
 

Megan Courtney
God has used 
my time at CBI 
to challenge and 
cement me in His 
Word. Through all 
my classes, as well 
as dorm life, God 
has taught me more 
about Himself 
and the practical 
outworking of 
His Word in my 
life personally. I 
have learned to 
trust more fully in 
Him during my time here, and I know He will 
continue to teach me even after I move on! 
After graduation I plan to return to my home 
church in Oklahoma and minister there in 
music and possibly teaching, as well as whatever 
art projects are necessary. I hope in the future 
to continue my Studio Art degree and serve the 
Lord in whatever way He leads me.

Nathan Dykeman
I originally came to 
CBI in the fall of 
2012 and was on 
track to graduate 
in the spring of 
2015, but the Lord 
had other plans. 
Starting during 
the summer before 
arriving at CBI, 
the Lord allowed 
a situation in my 
life that He would 
use to challenge 
me and to grow me 
closer to Him. Difficulties with my ears and 
losing most of my hearing led me to needing 
to leave CBI prematurely. God’s provision was 
clearly seen during my first couple of years at 
CBI and was continually evident while I was 
away through multiple surgeries and dealing 
with the financial difficulties which ensued. 
Praise the Lord! In His awesome wisdom and 
power, He saw it fit to bring me back to CBI 
so that I could finish what I had begun so long 
ago. A passage of Scripture that really spoke 
to me during these last few years is Psalm 
37:3-7, where we see the need to be faithful 
in obedience to God in whatever situation He 
has us at the moment, even when the question 
“Why?” begs for attention. 

I desire to be used of the Lord in whatever He 
has for me after CBI, whether that be full-
time ministry (i.e., pastorate, internship) or 
faithfully serving in the local church alongside 
a full-time job. Please pray with me as I look 
for His direction as to where and how He 
wants me to serve Him.

Joshua Fuller
During my tenure 
here at CBI I have 
learned many 
things; some things 
I never knew I had 
to learn. So much 
can be said about 
what my life has 
been like since 
I have come to 
CBI. I have made 
lifelong friends, 
formed strong 

bonds with mentors, and found out what it really 
means to be part of the Body of Christ. It is not a 
duty or a sense of obligation to minister to others.  
If love is neglected in ministering, then we have 
our priorities wrong. Without love, we would not 
be part of the Body of Christ to begin with. Christ 
has said in John 15:12, “This is my commandment, 
that ye love one another, as I have loved you.”  John 
writes in 1 John 4:19, “We love Him, because He 
first loved us.” 

Stephanie Fuller
CBI has helped me 
to have a passion for 
God, a desire to grow 
ever closer to Him, 
and has equipped me 
well for serving God. 
After graduating, I will 
be getting married in 
July to another student 
by the name of Micah 
Zulauf and coming 
back to CBI in the fall 
for him to finish school 
and graduate. After 
that, I will be pursuing 
a teaching degree from 
Appalachian Bible College. All along the way, it is 
my desire to serve God in whatever He would have 
for me. He is ever faithful and good!

Lydia Huntington
While I have been at 
CBI, God has taught 
me many things and 
has reinforced things 
that I had already 
learned. It is hard to try 
to pick just one thing 
that I have learned 
and one thing that 
has impacted me since 
I have learned a lot. 
God has been teaching 
and reteaching me 
that He is in complete 
control, He knows best, 
and I need to be faithful right now where He has 
me. It is amazing to see the teachers’ love for the 
Lord and for us students as they pour their lives 
into us. I will be getting married this June to 
Justin King and going wherever the Lord leads us. 
 

May 2018 Graduates    

Hannah Coon

Megan Courtney

Nathan Dykeman

Joshua Fuller

Micah Zulauf 
& Stephanie Fuller

Lydia Huntington 
& Justin King
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Meet Our Students - Joshua Summers

I came to faith in Christ Jesus as my sin-bearer and redeemer at a small country Bible camp in southern 
Iowa when I was about ten years old. From that time until now I have been through many valleys in my 
faith. By my God’s never-ending grace, He has been and will forever be faithful to me as He carries me 
along. As my journey in this life continues, I find more and more comfort and encouragement from God’s 
Word. A passage that I cling to is Isaiah 41:10, which says, “Fear thou not; for I am with thee: be not dis-
mayed; for I am thy God: I will strengthen thee; yea, I will help thee; yea, I will uphold thee with the right hand 
of my righteousness.”

I am very blessed to have my wonderful godly wife Britanie! God has graciously given us our three children: 
Ellianah (4), Leeland (3), and Benjamin (2).

I heard about CBI from a good pastor friend of mine, Clegguart Mitchell. I chose to come to Cornerstone because I believe that God has 
called me to preach. I felt it necessary for me to gain a much greater knowledge of the Word of God in order to fulfill His call. I am so 
thankful that God has brought my family and me here to this wonderful school!

 I am not sure where God will lead me and my family. Whether He plans to place us into a pastorate at a church or in some other state 
or country as missionaries, I do not yet know. Our lives are in His hands! I can honestly say that we will go anywhere for our God. I am 
willing to preach for Him in whatever capacity He wills.

Since January I have had the blessing of leading a Bible study with one of my co-workers and his girlfriend.  I have been learning more 
and more from God’s Word, and I am enjoying all of my classes! Old Testament survey during the first semester was a huge help to me. I 
now have a much deeper understanding of the character and sovereignty of my awesome God. Through all of my classes, God is continu-
ing to increase my knowledge of Him and His Word. The undeniable tie between the Old and New Testaments is becoming increasingly 
greater in my heart and mind!  §  

Joshua Summers

Rebecca Jung
I am very thankful 
for the time that I 
have been able to 
spend in God’s Word 
here at Cornerstone. 
I have learned a lot! 
Perhaps one of the 
most important 
things God is 
teaching me is that 
I need to trust Him 
with every area of 
my life. I do not 
currently have 
specific plans for my 
time following Cornerstone. I hope to apply 
the truths I have learned at home and in my 
local church. I would appreciate your prayers 
as I seek God’s direction. I have many favorite 
verses. One of these passages that particularly 
challenges me is Colossians 3:1-2: “If ye then 
be risen with Christ, seek those things which are 
above, where Christ sitteth on the right hand of 
God.  Set your affection on things above, not on 
things on the earth.”

Nathan Lundgren
Three years have 
passed since 
I first visited 
Cornerstone.  God 
has been  good 
to my family and 
me while we have 
been here at school.  
There is not enough 
space to tell of the 
lessons God has 
taught me through 
the classes, the staff, 
and my classmates.  
The biggest lesson 
I have learned is 
to rely on God’s Word.  If I cannot minister 
God’s Word, then I have nothing of real value 
to offer.  Jesus prayed in John 17:17, “Sanctify 
them by Your truth. Your word is truth.”  It is our 
intention that I graduate in May and, if the Lord 
wills, serve in a church shortly thereafter.

Rebecca Jung Nathan Lundgren 
& family

Louisa Singer
During my time here 
at Cornerstone the 
Lord has taught me 
many things about 
Himself and about 
my relationships with 
others.  One of the 
things He has been 
continually teaching 
me these past few 
years is to trust Him 
and to be content 
in all circumstances.  
From here I am 
planning to return home 
and work in a job that will give me practical 
experience, and I will be serving in a church.  A 
verse that has been a great encouragement to me 
is 1 Corinthians 4:2: “Moreover it is required in 
stewards that one be found faithful.”  §    

Louisa Singer

May 2018 Graduates    
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Faculty Facts - Mike Godsell

Mike Godsell was born to a ranch family in the Badlands of southern South Dakota. At the age 
of nine he came to know Christ as Savior in a small Southern Baptist Church.

Living a ranch life required his going away to attend high school and college. During the third 
year of Bible school, Mike married his wife Joan.  They have been married for forty-three years 
and are parents to four sons and grandparents to fifteen grandchildren.

After Bible school Mike taught for several years in the automotive technical field.  A job change 
moved them to Kansas City to spend almost twenty five years at Calvary Bible College, in both 
faculty and staff positions, where Mike taught a missions-related transportation class and worked 
in Calvary’s maintenance department.   

While at CBC, Mike finished an undergraduate degree and a Master’s degree in Biblical Studies 
and has finished all but four hours of a Master of Divinity degree in theology.  During those years 
he also studied for an HVAC (Heating Ventilating and Air Conditioning) license, which served 
him well after leaving CBC in the summer of 2007, when he began working as owner of a remod-
eling business. In the fall of 2015 Mike and Joan were accepted to join the faculty of Cornerstone 
Bible Institute and began the deputation process. During those previous ten working years, Mike 
had been privileged to lead several men in a Bible study group.  Those men continue to support 
the Godsells in both prayer and financial involvement in their ministry at CBI.

Mike is teaching Personal Evangelism, Cults, and 1 & 2 Thessalonians this semester.  He is also 
taking care of building maintenance, remodeling, and repairs for CBI.  §   

“Measure your growth 
in grace by your 

sensitiveness to sin.”
Oswald Chambers

Joan & Mike Godsell


